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ADVERTISEMENT. 

'T^HERE are an hundred faulti 

in this Thing, and an hundred 

things might be faid to prove thettx 

.beauties. Rut it is needlefs. A book 

may be amufing with numerous 
errors, or ji may be very dull with- 
out a fingle abfurdity. The hero 
of this piece unites in himfelf the 
three greateft charaders upon earth ; 
he is a prieft, an hufbandman, and 
the father of a family. He is drawn 
as ready to teach, and ready to obcy^ 
as fimple in affluence, and majeftic 
^in adverfity. In this age of opulence 
and refinement whom can fuch a 
character pleafe ? Such as are fond of 
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high life, will turn with difdain from 
the fimplicity of his country fire-fide. 
Such ks itiiftake ribaldry for humour, 
will find no wit in his harmlefs con- 
verfation; and fuch as have been 
taught to deride religion, will laugh 
at one whofe chief ftores of comfort 
are drawn from futurity. 

\ 

' Oliver Goldsmith. 
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C H AP. L 

The dcfcription of the family of Wake- 
field ; in which a kindred likenefe pr^ 
vails as well of minds as cf |)eifons. 

4 

WAS ever of opinion, th^t the ho- 
ncft man who married and brought 
up a large family, did' more fcrvice 
than he who continued fingle, . and only 
talked of population. From this motive^ 
1 had fcarce taken orders a rear, before! 
began tO/ think ferioufty of mfetrimoriy^ 
and chofe my wife as (he did her wedding 
gown, not for a fine gtofiy furface, but 
fuch qualities as yrould wear welK To da 
her juftice, (he was a good-natxired no-: 
table woman -, and as for breeding, there 
were few country ladies who could fliev^ 
more. She could read any Englifli b6ok 
without nluch fpelling ; but for pickling^ 
prefcrving, and cookery, none - could ex*. 

A 5 eel 




10. THE VICAR OF 

ceL her. She prided herfelf alfo upon be- 
- ing an excellent contriver in houfe-keep- 
ing ; tho* I -could never find that we grew 
richer with all her contrivances. 

However, we loved each other tenderly, 
and our fondnefs encreafed as we grew 
old. Theje was in f aft nothing that could 
make us angry with the world, or each 
other. We had an elegant houfe, fituated 
JPP in a fine country, and a good neighbour- 
hood. The year was fpent in a moral or 
Tural amuiement; in vifiting our rich 
neighbours, and relieving fuch as were, 
poor. ' We had no revolutions to fear, nor 
fatigues to undergo-, all our adventures 
were by ^he fire-fide, and all our migra- 
tions from the blue bed to the brown. 

As we lived near the road, we often 
had :" the traveller or ftrangcr vifit us to 
tafte our goofeberry wine, for which we 
had great reputation ; and I profefs with 
the veracity of an hiftorian, that I never 
knew one of them find fault with it. Our 

coufins 
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cdufins too, even to the fortieth remorc, 
all remembered their affinity, without any 
help from the herald's office, ^nd came 
very frequently to fee us. S6me of them 
did us no great honour by thefe claims of 
kindred ; as we had the blind, the maimed^ 
and the halt ampngd the number* How«* 
ever, my wife always inftfted that as they 
were the fame fiejh and lUoi^ they Ihould 
fit with us at the fame table, ^o that if wc 

had not, very rich, we generally had very 
happy friends about us ; for this remark 
will hold good thro' life, that the poorer 
the gueft, ' the better pleafcd he ever is 
with being treated ; and as fome men gaze 
with admiration at the colours of a tulips 
or the wing of a bptterfly, fo I was* by 
nature an admirer of happy human faces* . 
However, when any one of our relations 
was f<Hind to be a .perfon of a very bad 
charader, ^ troublefome gueft, or one we 
defired to get rid of, upon his leaving my 
houfe, I ever took care to lend him a rid* 
ihg coatj or apair of boots, orfometimea 
ab horfe of ihiaU value, and I always had 

A 6 the 
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the fatisfa&ion of finding he never camo 
back to return thetn. By' this ^ houfe 
was cleared. of fuch as we did not lififLe;. 
but never was the family of WaJceficti 
koo^m to turn the* traveller or dae .poor 
dependant out of doors. . 

» Thwa w^. U.v^ feyeral years -^iu.:^ flrate^ 
of mxich happmeii^ not -bUt that we £qwi>^ 
nmd had thofe .little rut»jAshich Pronri?'. 
dence , fends lo -^nhiijjce. thft vj^wq of it^ 
feviO^jm. My orcbdrdvya* tfi»ei ; robbetfe 
by /fchQol7b«ji$i and my. wife's 'ctjftatds? 
pkmdered 'by the cats or -tlje ijhildreo'/ 
The' *Sqtiii:e.iW0uM Jfon^cjumfs ,h}l ^fkept 
in tb& moA pathetic parts of my fefmony 
or hk lady retarn my . wife's crviiitks' , at 
churchrwith a mutilated cwrtefy; «^:'iBot we^ 
foon got fover thtf tmcaftncfs rcaufed^y. ftuch. 
^cidents^ and ufuallyiathme^r fimr day a 
began, to wonder how they vex t u$. ./ . 

, • . ' f ' ' ' 

" -. • - , . . • ■ r • , ' , 5 

. Mj; children, the. offspring of ;temp^ 
r^nce, as they wefe educated ^vithout foft«*- 
nefsi ib they ^vere at -once well formed ami 

healthy 5 
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htzltby^ imy fons /hardy and aftivc, my 
daughcds beaucifiil and b)ocftiung« . When 
I' (libod .liti ^ ftiidfb o£ the littic.circie, 
wliicH: prbmifed to be the fupports of mjC 
decGning age, I could, not ^void rcpaa^ng 
th^ faoious itory of ! .Count, Abcnft)ferg* 
who, in Henry II/s pr9grefs through Ger- 
many, while other coiirtiers came with rfteir 
treaftifes, brought his thirty-two cfilldi^n^ 
and prefented thcnr to his foirereign as the 
moft valuable offering he had to beffoWi 
In this manner, ' though I had but fi^^ I 
eo^ifideped tfhem aii a veiy vahwible prefenc 
imd« to my coiixkff^ and confequefttl/ 

looked upon it as n>y debtor. Olir eldoff 
ion WaSt 'named George, after bb unde,* 
vhp left us Qm^ thoufahd [bounds. Our 
Ibconti child^ia^igitd^lil intended to xal^ 
after her aunt GnileU.j but my wife^ iAA 
during her pregnancy bad been! tjeadio^ 
romances, : inftAed upoh/ber being. jzatled 
Olivia*: ilh kfs than another year we had 
another ^ida(ughter,->and liow I was deter-: 
min^pd :ttet,<}riflSbl;fbQirid be her iiame,i> 
but;^ rkb rf]%tioB tsakingafjui^yjQ ll^n4 
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godmother, the girl was, by^ her direc- 
tions, called Sophia ; fo that we Jiad two 
romantic names in the family ; but I fo- 
lemnly protcft I had no hand in it. Mofes 
was our next, and after an interval of 
' twelve years, we had two fons mere. 

. It would be fruitlefs to deny my exulta- 
tion when I faw my little ones about me; 
but the vanity and the fatisfaftion of my 
wife were even greater than mine. When 
our vifitors would fay, * Well, upon my- 

* word, Mrs. Primrofe, you have the 

* fineft children in , the whole country/— 
« Ay, -iieighbour,* ihe would anfwer, 

* they are as "heaven made them, hand- 
« fome enough, if they be good enough ; 

* for haridfome is that handfome does.* 
And then Ihe would bid the girls hold 
up their headis ; who, to conceal nothing, 
were certainly very handfome. Mere out- - 
fide is fo very trifling a circumftance with 
me, that I ihould fcarce have remember^ 
ed to mention it, had it not been a gene- 
ral topic of converfation in the country; 

-Olivia, 
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Olivia, now about eighteen, had that luxu- 
riancy of beauty with which painters gene- 
rally draw Hebc; open, fprightly, and 
commanding. Sophia's features were not ^ 
fo ftriking at firft ; but often did more ;r 
certain execution ; for they were fofr, mo* 
deft, and alluring. The one vanquifhed 
by a Tingle blow, the other by efforts 
fuccefsfuUy repeated. 

The temper of a woman is generally 
formed from the turn of her features, at. 
Jeaft it was fo with my daughters, Olivia 
wiflied for many lovers, Sophia to fecur? 
one. Olivia was often afFefted from too ^ 
. great a defire to pleafe. Sophia even re- 

preft excellence, from her fears to offend. 
The one entertained me with her vivacity 
when I was gay, the other with her fenfe 
when I was ferious. But thcfe qualities 
were never carried to excefs in either, and 
I have often fcen them exchange charac- 
ters for a whole day together. A fuit of 
mourning has transformed my coquet into 
a prude, and a new fet of ribbands has 

given 
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given her youngcft fifter more than natu- 
ral vivacity. My eldeft fon George was 
bre^ at Oxford, as I intended him for one 
of the learned profetoons. My fecond 
boy Mofcs, whom I defigned for bufinefs^ 
received a fort of a tniicellaneous educa* 
tion at hbme. But. it isncedlefs to attempt 
defcribing the particular charaders of 
young people that had fccn but very little 
of the world. In fhort, a family likenefs 
prevailed through all, and properly fpeak- 
ihg, they had but one character, that of 
being all equally gerterous^ credulous, 
fimple, and inofFcnfivc, • 
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C H A P. II. - 

Family misfortunes. The Idfs of fortune 
only farves tx> increafc the pride of the 

TH E temporal dortcerfts of our fa- 
mily were -Ghkfly commit ted. to my 
wfe^s management ; as to the Ipii^kual, P 
tookthienff entitely't^naer my own dirco-^ 
tion/' I'heiprdfiis'ctf.'ni^ liting^ -which 
amounted to but thkty-flw pounds a year^ 
I made over to the orphans and widow* 
of the clergy of our dioc^fe -, for having a 
luffident'^feftime of myown^ I was care-' 
lefifoif'teiftpOralitiiBis, ahdfdt-a feefet plea*- 
fare in domg^my.dutj^ ^kheut reward*- 
I alfo fet a refolution ot keeping no curate, 
and of ^being acquainted wkh 'every maa' 
ih the parifli, - exhorting the married rhea^ 
tb ' temperance^ and the - bachelors- to' 
matriHoony-, Jo that in a.few ye^rsit wai^ 



• > 4 



i8 THE VICAR OF 

a common faying, that there were three 
ilrange wants ^t Wakefield, a parfon want- 
ing pride, young men wanting wives, and 
ale-houies wanting cuftoipcrs. 

Matrimony was .always one of my fa^ 
vourite topics, and I wrote ^ feveral fer- 
mons to prove its happinefs : but there 
was a peculiar tenet which I made a point 
of fupporting; for I maintained with 
Whifton, that it was unlawful for a prieft 
of the church of England, after the death 
of his iirit wife, to take a fecond, or to ex« 
.prefs it in one word, I valued myfclf upon 
being a ftrid monogamift^ 

I was early initiated into this important 
difpute, on which fo many laborious yo* 
lumes have been written. I piiblifhed 
fome trads upon the fubjedt myfelf, which, 
as, they never fold, I have the confolation 
of thinking are read only by the happy 
Few. , Some of my friends called this my 
weak fide ; but alas ! they had not like me. 
made it the fuljjedt of lojjg contempla* 

tion» 



WAKEFIELD. ^ 19 

tion. The more I reflefted upon it, the 
more important it appeared. I even went, 
.a ftep beyond Whifton in difplaying my 
principles : as he had engraven upon his 
wife's tomb that fhe was the only wife of 
William Whifton ; fo I wrote a fimilar 
epitaph for my wife, though ftill living, 
in which I extolled her prudence, oeco*. 
nomy, and obedience till death ; and. hav- 
ing got it copied fair, with an elegant 
frame, it was placed over the chimney- 
piece, where it anfwered feveral very ufe- 
ful purpofes. It admoniflied my wife of 
her duty to me, and my fidelity to her ; 
it infpired her with a paffion for fame, and 
cpnftantly put her in mind.of het end.. 

It was thus, perhaps, from hearing mar- 
riage fo often recommended, that my cl- 
deft fon, juft upon leaving college, fixed 
his afFeftions upon the daughter of a 
neighbouring clergyman, who was a dig- 
nitary in the church, and in circumftances 
to give her a lai^e fortune : but fortune 
was h,er fmalleft accompliflirnent. Miis 

Ara- 
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Arabella Wilmot was allowed by all (ex- 
cept my two daughters) to be Completely 
pretty. Her youth, health, ^nd inno- 
cence, w^re ftill heightened by a cpm- 
plexion fo tranfparent, an/i fifch an happy 
fenfibility of look, as even age could not 
gaze on with indifference. As Mr. Wilmot 
knew that I could make a very handfome 
fcttlement on my fon, he was not averfe 
to the match ; fo both families lived to- 
gether in all that harmony which generally 
precedes an expeded alliance. Being 
convinced by 'experience that the days of 
coiirtlhip are the moft happy of our ^liyes, 
I was yvilling enough to lengthen the pe- 
riod; and the vark>us amufcments which 
the young couple every da)^' (bared in each 
other's company, feemed to incrcafe their 
paflion. We were generally awaked ,in 
the morning by mufic, and on fine days 
rode a hunting. The hours between 
breakfaft and dinner the ladies devoted to 
drefs and ftudy : they ufually read a page, 
and then gazed at themfclves in the ghfs, 
.' which 
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which even philofophers might own often 
prefented the* page of greatefb bdauty. 
At dinner my wife took the lead ; for, as 
flie always infifted upon carving every, 
thing herfelf, it being ha* mother's way, 
fbe gave us upon thcfe Ofcafions the hit- 
tory of every drfh. When we had dined, 
to prevent the ladies leaving us, I gene- 
rally ordered the table to be removed; 
and fometimes, with the mufic mafker's 
affiftance, the girls would give us z very 
agreeable concert. Walking out, drink- 
ing tea, country dances, and forfeits, 
(hortened the reft of the day, without the 
affiftance of eards, as I hated all manner 
of gaming, except backgammon, at which 
my old friendand I Ibmctimes took a two- 
penny hit. Nor can I here pafs over an 
ominous circumftance that happened the 
^ laft time we played together •, I only 
• wanted to fling^ a quatre, and yet I threw 
deuce ace five times running. 

r 

. Some months were elapfcdih this jnan.?. 
jicr, till at laft it was thought convenient 

'J to 
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to fix a day for the nuptials of the young 
x:oupIe, who feemed earncftly to delire it. 
•During the preparations for the wediling, 
I need not defcribe the bufy importance 
of my wife, nor the fly looks of my 
daughters : in fa6t, my attention was fixed 
on another objedt, the completing a tra6t 
which I intended fliortly to publifli in de- 
fence of my favourite principle. As I 
looked upon this as a mafter-piece both 
for argument and flyle, I could not in the 
pride of my heart avoid (hewing it to my 
old friend Mr. Wilmot, as I made no 
doubt of receiving his approbation ; but 
jiot till too late I difcovered that he was 
mod violently attached to the contrary 
opinion, and with good reafon ; for he 
was at that time a^tuall]^ courting a fourth 
wife. This, as may be expeded, pro- 
duced a diipute attended with fome acri- 
xnony, which threatened to interrupt our 
intended alliance ; but on the day before 
that appointed for the ceremony, we agreed 
to difcufs the fubjed: at large. 

It 
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It was managed with proper fpirit on 
both (ides ; he aiferted that I was hetero^ 
dox, I retorted the charge : he rcpllftdi 
and I rejoii^. In the mean time, wh36 
the controyerfy was hottefl*, I was called 
out by one of m7 relations, who, with a 
face of concern, adviied me to give up 
the difpute, at leaft till my fon^s wedding 
was oven * How,' cried I, * rclinquilh 

* the canfer of truth, and let hiih be an 

* hulband,' already driven to the very vei^e 

* of abfurdity. You might as well ^vif<^ 

* me to give up my fortune as my argu- 

* mcnti* • Your fortune,* returned my 
friend, ^ I am now forry to inform you, 

* is almoft nothing. The merchant in 

* town, in whofe hands your money was 

* lodged, has gone off, to avoid a ftatute' 

* of, bankruptcy, and is thought not to 
< have left a (hilling in the pound. I was 

* unwilling to fhock you or the family 
« with the account till after the wedding : 

* but now it may ferve to moderate your- 

* warmth in the argument ; for, I fuppofe, 

* your own prudence will enforce the ne- 

5 fceffity 
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* ceffityof .difietnt^g, at kail: till your Ton 
^ has. the young lady^s' fi:)itunQ .&curc/-^ 
f Wdl/ returned' I,^ ^if whatyoa tfcH mb 
f be true^ andif Jam ;tb be a b^ir, k 
f ifaaH oevef make me a rafcal, or induce 

♦ me to difavow my pnocijl^les; Pll .go 
f this moment^ aUditnforn^ the company of 
^^my ctraimftaivrcsi ;; and as fqc the argU4 
f ment,. I 'e\(<ni heoe feforiA' my: faroier 
^ conceiiiohsinltheold jgoitlemati^s favour; 
^ nor will I allow him nbw to fab ao hu& 
f.band iaany fehfeof the expieflkxu'- ; . > 

^' it wtwW br? ^©dlrfs to defcribc the diP 
ferent fehfadon^ of both f^coilles whm 1 
divulged-the news of ow misfortune •,. bue 
wh^t others felt was (light to wb#t pbedo-^ 
verft; ap|)eared to: cindurjew >Mn WHmot,- 
who* feemed befori^ f^cicmly rmthni^d to 
break off the matcb^ was, by ihils .bh^ 
IbiAi (ktefmiQed: on^: virtwo ^ had ine 
peFfefbiaO) whieh wa3 , prudence, tt<«) often^ 
$he only one tba£is4^t}ii»$ dt ftveofi^-two.' 
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CHAP. in. 

A migration. The fortunate circumftancea 
of our lives are generally found at laft 
to be of our own procuring. 

TH E only hope of our family now 
was, that the report of our mif- 
fortunes might be malicious or prema- 
ture : but a letter from my agent in town 
foon came with a confirmation of every 
particular. The lofs of fortune to myfelf 
alone would have been trifling ; the only 
iineafinefs I felt was for my family, who 
were to be humble without an education 
to render them callous to contempt. 

Near a fortnight had pafled before I 
attempted to reftrain their affli£bion ; for 
premature confolation is but the remem- 
brancer of forrow. During this interval,' 
my thoughts were employed on fomc fo.' 
ture means of fupporting them; and at 

Vol. I. B iaft 
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laft a fmall Cure of fifteen pounds a year 
Mras ofiered me in a diftant neighbourhood, 
where I could ftill enjoy my principles 
^rithout moleftation^ With this propofal 
I joyfully clofed, having determined to 
increafc' my falary, by managing a little 
farm. 

Having taken this refoluuon, my next 
care was to get together the wrecks of my 
fortune ^ and all debts collected and paid, 
out of fourteen thoufand pounds we had 
Jbut four hundred remaining. My chief 
jUttention therefore was now to bring down 
the pride of my family to their circum- 
ftances^ for I well knew that afpiring 
beggary is wretchednefs. itfclf. * You 
^ cannot be ignorant, ipy children,' crie4, 
I, ^ that no prudence of ours could have 
;Spicven)t£d our lace misfortune ; but pru- 
^ d^nce xnay do.nuvch in diiappqinting it^ 

♦ effedte. We are. npw poor,, my fond?*. 

* lings, and wifdom bids u$, cQnf9rm ta 
^oyr bqml(let iitUfUJQo. I^t iis^ then,. 
'^ wit^t repining^ fSP^e v]g thQ^ i^lea- 

^ 4Qurs 
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dours with which numbers are wretcb* 
ed, and feek ia humbler cireumftances 
that peace with which all may be hap« 
py* The poor live pkafantly wkhout 
our help, why then fhould not we learn 
to live without theirs. No^ my chil* 
dren, kt us from this moment give up 
all pretenfions to gentiHty; we have 
ftill enough left for happxnefs if we are 
wife, and let us draw upon content for the 
deficiencies of fortune.* 

As my (Ideft fan was bred a fcholar, I 
dptermined: to fend him 60 town, where 
his abilities might contribute^ to our {up* 
port and his own. The feparation of 
friends and famiKes, is, perhaps^ qm of 
the moft diftm&fi^l civcumftances attear* 
danc on penury« The 4ay foon arrived on 
whi^h we. were to differ fe f^r the flrft ttme. 
My fon, after taking leave of his mothei; 
and the reft, who mingled their tears with 
then*, kiffis,. canmrtaaik a ht^ng fibm 
me4 : Ti&islgave him- from my hearty and 
wbich^. addb^ tdifiye ginneasi^ was ail the 

B a patrimony 
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patrimony I had now to beftow. « Yoii 

* arc going, my boy,' cried I, * to Lon- 

* don on foot, in the manner Hooker, 

* your great anccftor, travelled there be- 

* fore you. Take from me the fame horfe 

* that was given him by the good bifliop 

* Jewel, this ftaiF, and take this book 
*'too, it will be your comfort on the way : 
« thefe two lines in it are worth a million ; 



* / bave been young and now am old ; yet 

* never Jaw I the righteous man forfaken^ or 

* his feed begging their bread. Let this be 
< your confolation as you travel on. Go, 

* my boy, whatever be thy fortune, let mc 

* fee thee once a year ; ftill keep a good 

* heart, and farewell.* As he was poflcft 
of integrity and honour, I was under no 
apprehenfions from throwing him naked 
Into the amphitheatre of life ; for I knew 
he would aft a good part whether van- 
quifhed or vi£tbrious« 

His departure only prepared the way for 
our own> which arrived a few days after- 
wards. The leaving a neighbourhood in 

which 
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which we had enjoyed fo many hours of 
tranquillity, was not without a tear, which 
fcarce fortitude itfelf could fupprefe. Be- 
jfides,, a journey of fcventy miles to a fa- 
mily that had hitherto never been above 
ten from home, filled us with apprehen- 
fion, and the cries of the poor, who fol* 
lowed us for fome miles^ contributed to 
increafc it. The firft day's journey 
brought us in fafety within thirty miles of 
our future retreat^ and we put up for the 
night at an obfcure inn in a village by the 
way. When we were fliewn a room, I 
defircd the landlord,, in my ufual way, 
to let us have his company, with which 
he complied^ as what 1^ drank would en^ 
creafc the bill next morning* He knew, 
however, the whole neighbourhood ^ ta 
which I was removing, particularly ^Squire 
Thornhill, who was to be my landlord, 
and who lived within sl few miles of the 
place. This gentleman he defcribed asr 
one who defired to know little more of 
the world than its pleafures, being parti- 
cularly remarkable for his- attachment to 

B 3 the 
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jtbc fair fex. He obferved that no virttfe 
was able to refift his arts and aHiduity^ 
and that fcarce a farmer's daughter within 
ten miles round but what had found him 
fuccefsful and faithlels. TlM)Ugh this 
account gave me fome pain, it had a very 
difierent eiFedt upon my daughters, whole 
features (eemed ,to brightso with the ex- 
pe&ation of an approaching triumph^ 
nor was my wife leis pleafed and confi- 
dent of their allurements and virtue^ 
While oui; thoughts were thus empleycd^ 
the hoftefs entered the room to inform her 
hufband) that the ftratige gentleman^ 
who had been two days m the houie, 
wanted money, and could not iatisfy them 
for his reckoning. * Want money !* 
replied the hoft, ' that mufl: be impof-. 

* fible •, for it was no later than yeftcrday 

* he paid three guineas to our beadle to 
« ijpare an old broken foldier that was to 

* whipped through the town ibr dog- 
< ftealing/ The holtefs, however, ftill 
perfifting in her firft affertion, he was pre- 
paring to leave the room, fwearing that 

he 
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he would be fatisficd one way or aiioi?lier^ 
when I begged the landl<^d would in- 
troduce me tp a ftranger t)f fo much cha- 
rity as he dcfcribed. With this he com- 
jdied^ fhewing in a gentleman who feen> 
cd' ta be about thirty, dreft in cloaths 
that once were laced. His pcrfon was 
well formed, and his face marked with 
the lines of thinking. He had foipe^ 
thtng ihort and dry in his addrefs, and^ 
icemed not to underfta^nd ceremony, or 
w defpife it. Upon the landlord's leav- 
ing the room, I couid not avoid expref- 
iing my concern to the ilranger at feeing 
a gentleman in fuch circumftances, and 
offered him my purfe to fatisfythc pre- 
fenc demand. ^ I take it with all my 
heart. Sir,* replied he, * and am glad 
that a - late ovcrfight in giving what 
money I had about me, has ifaewnJtne, 
that there are ftill fome men like you*^ 

I muft, however, prcvioufly intreat. 
being informed of the name and reiv 
dence of my benefaAbr, in order to 
repay him as foon as poffiblew'--7#« 

B 4 In 
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In this I fatisfied him fully^ not only meiv 
tioning my name and late misfortunes, 

but the place to which I was going to 
remove, ' This,' cried he, * happens 

* ftill more lucky than I hoped for, as 
' I am going the fame way myfelf, hav- 

* ing been detained here two days by the 

* floods, which, I hope, by to-morrow, 

* will*be found paffable.* I tcftified the 
pleafure 1 ihould have in his company, 
and my wife and daughters joining in en- 
treaty, he was prevailed upon to ftay fup- 
per. The ftranger's converfation, which 
was at once pleafing and inftruclive, in- 
duced me to wifh for a continuance of it-, 
but it was now high time to retire and 
take refrefhment againft the fatigues of 
the following day. 

The next morning we all fet forward 
together : my family on borfeback, while 
Mr. Burchell, our new companion, walk- 
ed along the foot-path by the road-fide, 
obferving, with a fmile, that as we were 
ill mounted, he would be too generous 

ta 
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(D attempt leaving us behind As thr 
fiocxis were not yet fubfided, we were 
pbliged to hire a guide»^ who trotted on 
before, Mr» Burichell and I bringing up 
the rear* We lightened the fatigues of 
the road with philofophicaLdiiputes, which 
he feemed to underftand perfedlj^. But 
what furprifed me mod was, tliat though 
he was a money-borrower,, he defended 
his opinions with as much obftinacy as if 
he. had been my patron- He now^ and 
then alio informed me to whom the difib- 
vcfit feats belonged that, lay in our view 
as we travelled the road* * That,- * crkd 
he, pointing u> a very magnificent houfe* 
which ftood at fome diftance,^ * belongs 
*-toMr. Thornhill, a young, gentleman, 
«^who enjoys, a lar^ fortune, though 
^entirely dependant on the; will of his 
>unclci Sir William Thornhill, a gen- 
''tleman,. who content widi a little him- 
«^fclf,. permits his, nephew ta enjoy the 
*rcft, aiad chiefly refidcs in toWn.' 
^WhatJ^ cried I,. «is my young, land- 

B. 5 Jlordij 
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lord then the nephew of a man whole 
virtues, getierofity, and fingukritiei 
are fo univer&Uy kfx>wn f I haVe heard 
Sir William Thornhill reprefenMd a& 
one of the moft generous, yet whim- 
fical men in the kingdom ; a man 

of confumittate benevolence. * *■ 

Somethii^, pefliap^, too much ib,* re* 
plied Mr. Burchd, < at kail he carried 
benevolence to an ocoefs vv4ien young i 
for his paflion) vreve tiien ftrong, aUd 
as they all Mfiere tipon the ftde of vsv 
toe, they led it up to a romantic ex- 
treme. He early began to aim at die 
qualifications of the foldier and the fcho- 
lar ) Was. foon dHlinguithed in thfe army^ 
and had lame reputation among men of 
kaming« Adulation ever fbUows the 
ambidous; for fuch akine receive moft 
pleafure from flacicery« He was iur- 
rounded with crowds^ who ftiewed him 
only one fide of their diaraifter i io that 
he began to^ lofe u nrgard for privaee 
intereft in i'jjtniv^ffal fympatliy. He 

•loved 
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^ioVed att tnankind; ibr fortune prc^ 
^ venttd him from knowing thut there 

* were rafcah. Ph^ficiama tell m of a di& 
^ order in which the whek body is fo ex»- 
^ qtiifitely fehfible^ tha( the (Kg^teft touck 
^ gives pkin: HrhiK fomi havt thus &ifkftii 
5 in their {:lerfi)ns^ this gendcftian fell: im 

* bis mind. The fltghteft diftrefs^ whether 
^ real or fiditioos, touched' h^ (o the: 

• 

^ quick^ skid his feul laboured uadier 9^ 
'^fickljr ^Ifenfibility of the .mifirries o£ 

* others. Thais di^oied to nlk^c^ ir 
^ Will be eafdjr conje&ohcd, he &nnd. 
^ bumbet3 diipofed to hUck: ISs pito^ 
^ ftifion^ began to impahr his fortune, but: 
^ not his good-nature y. that, indeed, wai. 
« feen C6 Mcreafe aa the other- (bemed to 
^ deidi]it : Jve grew improvident as he grew 

* po&ti and diough he tsdked like am&f^ 
^ cf {€A&^ his adkins were thofe of a fboL 
^Stit)» howevet*^ ^i>t^g fiirrounded widb 
^ importunity^ md no longer able t^ 

* ficisfy eveity roqpdS: dtat was made;: 
«hiM/ inftddd of mp^ he ^ve pro^. 
t Mfes. ^ Thojr wdt aU he kuL ^ bifiow,, 

B & •^and 
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^ and he had doc relblution enough t^ 
^ give any man pain by a denial. By 
^ this he 4rev found him crowds of de«- 
^pendants whom he was fure to difap^ 
^ point ; yet wifhed to relieve. Thefe 

* hung upon him for a time> and left him 
^ with merited reproaches and contempt. 
< But in proportion as be became con-- 

* temptible to others, he became- defpi*- 

* cable to himfelf. His mind had: leaned 
^up6n thdir adulation, and that fiipport 
^ takea away, he could find, no ple^ure 
■^ in the applaufe of his heart, which he 
*^had never karnt to reverence. The 
« world now began to wear a different 
fafpeft; the flattery of his fiiends began 
^to dwindle into fimple approbatiom 
^ Approbation foon took the more: friendly 
••form of advice, apd advice, wiicnrcjed- 
^ ed, produced their reproaches. , He nowv 
** therefore, found that fuch friends as be- 
^n^ts had gathened nound him, were 
! little eftimable: he now found that a 
>• man's own* heart muft be ever given to 
f'gain that of another. I now founds 

5thafe 
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c ihat — -^that-— — I foi^got what I was 

* going to obferve : in Oxott^ Sir, he re>- 
^ folved to rcfpeft lumfel^ and laid dowa 
*a plan of reftoring bia falling fortune. 

* For this purpoie, in his own whimlical 
< manner, he travelled through Europe 
^ on fooc» and now, though he has fcarce 
^jattained the age of thirty, his circum«» 
^ ftanoes are more affluent than even At 

* prefent, his bounties ai e more rational 
^ and modecate than; before ; but itiU he 
.^ preier^es the charaAer c£ an hiunourift^ 
>and finds, mod pleafure in. eccentric 
> viitues J 

My attention: was {o- much taken up by* 
Mr. Burchell^s account, that I fcarce 
looked, forward as we went along, till we 
were alarmed by the cries of my family^ 
when turning, I perceived* my young^ft 
daughter in the midft o£ a rapid ftream, 
thrown, from her horie^. and ftruggling 
,wlth the torrent. She had' funk twice, 
nor was it in my. power to dileng^ige 
myfelf in time to, bring her relief. My 
2. &ns- 
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fetifatioftit weit even too violent to per* 
ivuc my attein{>ting her refcue : (he mfMt 
liaye certainly peri(bed had not my cotn^ 
panion, perceiving her danger, inflantljr 
plunged in to her relief^ and^ with fomt 
idifikulty^ brought her in &fet^ to the 
tsppofice (hore. By takit^ the current 
« little farther up^ the reft of the family 
got UMj over; where we hod an c^ 
portunity of joining our acknowledg- 
ments to her's. Her gratitude maty *bt 
more readify ImagiMd than defcribed; 
Ibe thankod her deliverer more with look& 
than words, and continued to lean upon 
his arm, as if ftill willing to receive af- 
liftance. My wife aUb hoped one day 
to have the pleafufe of returning his kind* 
nefs at her own houfe. Thus, after wfc 
were refrefhed at tte neict inn, and had 
dined together, as Mn BurcheU waft 
going to a different part of the country^ 
he took leave % and we purfued ovk. jour^ 
ney. My wife obferving as tre went, 
that fhe liked him extrenielyy and pfo^ 
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tefting, that if be had birth and fortune 
to entitle him to match into fuch a f»- 

I 

mily as our's, (he knew no man (he would 
fooner fix upon. I could not but fmile 
to hear her talk in tl|is lofty drain : but 
I was never much difpleafed with thofe 
harmleis delufions that tend to make us 
mote happy. 
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CHAP. IV. 

A proof that even the humblcft fortune 
may grant happinefi^ which depends not 
on circumftance^ but conffitution. 

THE place of our retreat was in 
a little neighbourhood, confiding 
of fariners, who tilled their own grounds, 
and were equal ftrangers to opulence and 
poverty • As they had almoft all thecon^ 
vemcncics of life within themfelves, they 
feldom vifited towns or cities in fcarch of 
fuperfluity. Remote from the polite, they 
ft ill retained the primasval fimplicity of 
manners ; and frugal by habit, they fcarce 
knew that temperance was a virtue. They 
wrought with chearfulnefs on days of la* 
bour; but obfcrved feftivals as intervals 
of idlenefs and pleafure. TJiey kept up 
the Chriftmas carol, lent true-love-knot* 
on Valentine morning, eat pancakes on 
Shrove-tidc, Ihewed their wit on th^ ficft 

of 
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of Aprilj and religioufly cracked nqts On 
Michaelmas eve. Being apprized of our 
approach, the whole neighbourhood came 
out to meet their miniftcr, dreffed in their 
fine cloachs, and preceded by a pipe and 
tabor : A feaft alfo was provided for our 
reception, at which we fate chearfuUy 
down ; and what tH^ converfacion wanted 
in wic^ was made up in laughter* 

Our little habitation was fituated at the 
foot of a floping hiil^ (hehered with a 
beautiful underwood . behind, and a prat* 
Kng river befor€>j on^ one fide a meadow,, 
on the other a green. My farm confiftcd 
of about twenty .acres of excellent land, 
having givea an hundred pound for my 
predeceflbr's good-will. Nothing could 
exceed the neatnefs of my little enclo- 
lUres : the elms and hedge-FOws appearing 
with inexpreflibte beauty. My houfe con- 
fifted of but one ftory, and was covered 
with thatch, which gave it an air of 'great 
(hugnefs) the walls on the infide were 
x4icel|f. white-waQied) M<i niy daught^s 
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undertook to adorn them with piftiircs of 
their own defigning. Though the fame 
room iervtd us for parlour and kitchen, 
that only made it the warmer. Befides, 
as it was kept with the ucmoft neatnefs, 
the difhes, plates, and copp<^rs, being well 
fcoured, and all di^ofed in bright rows 
6n the (hel?^, the ey^e was agreeably re* 
lieved, and did not Want richer furniture. 
There were three* other apartments, om 
for my wife and me, another for our two 
daughters, within our own, and the third, 
with two beds, for the reft of the children^ 

ft 

Tte iittfe republic to which I gave 
laws, was regulated in the following man- 
ner : by fun-rife we all aflembled iti o^r 
conimon apartdnemft ^ the fire being pre-* 
vioufly kindled by the fervant* After we 
had faluted eadi other with proper cere- 
mony, for I always thought fit to keep 
^p fbme mechanical forms of good breed* 
Ing, n^ithout which freedom ever deftroya 
fri.rnd(hip, we all bent in gratitude td 
that Being who gave us another day; 

This 
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This duty being performed, my fbn and 
I went topurfueour ufual induflrj abroad, 
while my wife and daughters employed 
themfclvcs. in providing breakfaftj which 
y/as always ready at a certain time* I 
allowed half an hour for this meal, and. 
an hour for dinner; which time was takei> 
up in innocent mirth between my wife and 
daughters, and in philo(bphical arguments^ 
between my fon and me. 

As we rofe with the fun, fo we never 
purfucd our labour after it was gone 
down, but returned home to the expeft^ 
ing family ; where finiling looks, a neat 
hearth, and pleafant fire, were prepared 
for our reception* Nor were we without 
guefts: fometimes farmer Flamborough, 
our talkative neighbour, and often the 
blind piper, would pay us a viiit, and taile 
our goofeberry wine 5 for the making of 
which we had loll: neither the receipt nor 
the reputation. Thefe harnalcfs people 
had (everal ways of being good company ; 
while one played, the other would fmg 

fome 
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jbme foothing ballad, Johnny Armftrong's 
laft:gbod weight, or the cruelty of Barbara 
Allen. The night was concluded irr the 
inanner we . began the morning, my 
youngefl: boys being appointed to read 
the leffons of the day, and he that read 
loudeft, diftinfteff, and beft, was to have 
an halfpenny on Sunday to put in the 
poor's box. 

When Sunday camc» it was indeed a 
day of finery, which all my fumptuary 
cdids could not reftrain. How well fo- 
ever I fancied my Ic^ures againft pride 
had conquered the vanity of my daugh- 
ters; yet I ftill found them fccretly at* 
tached to all their former finery : they ftill 
loved laces, ribbands^ bugles and catgut ; 
my -wife herfelf retained a pafiion for her 
crimfon paduafoy, becaufe I formerly hap- 
pened to fay it became her. 

The firft Sunday id particular th<dr be- 
haviour ierved to m(Htiff me : I had de- 
fired 
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(ired my girls the preceding ni^t to be 
dreft early the next day ; for I always lored 
to be at church a good while before the 
reft of the congregation. They pcmdu* 
ally obeyed my directions i but whesi we 
were to aflemble in the morning at breaks 
faft, down came my wife aind daughcerst 
djoeft out in all their former fplcndour : 
their hair plaiftered up with pomatum, 
their faces patched to tafte, their trains 
bundled up into an heap behind, and ruft- 
ling at every motion^ I could not help 
fmiling at their vanity, particularly that 
of my wife, from whon^ I ei^Mnibsd more 
difcretion. In this exigence, therefbre^ 
my only refource was to order my ten^ 
widi an. important air, to call our coach; 
The girls were aouzed at the command i 
but I mpeatod it witk more f(^mmq|r 
ntyan befopct j t .i - i. .^. ^ Surely, my dsac^ 

* you jeft,* cried mj wife, ^ we: can wall^ 

* it pcrfeftly well : we want no coach to 

^-cwry US; now/ - * Yom mift^eg ehUd/ 
neiurned J»: * we^ do. Mnaot a. coach;;.. &i 

• . ? * if 
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«- if we walk to church in this trim, the 
^ very children in the pariih will hoot af- 

* ter US* * Indeed,* replied my wife, 

< I always imagined that my Charles was 
^ fond of feeing kis children neat and 

* handfome about him/ — * You may be 

* as neat as you pleafe,' interrupted I, 
« and I (hali love you the better for it ; 
^ but all this is not n^tnefs, but frip- 

* pery, Thefe rufflings, and pinkings, 
^ and patchings, will only make us hated 

* by all the wives of our neighbours, 

* No, my children,' continued I, more 
gravely^ * thofe gowns may be altered 
' into fomething of a plainer cut^ for 

* finery is very unbecoming in us, who 
^ want the means of decency, * I do not 

* know whether fuch flouncing and ihred- 
^ ding is becoming even in the rich, if 
^ we confider upon a moderate calcula* 

* tion, that the nakednefs of the indigent 

* world may be cloathed from the trim* 

< mings of the vain.' 

This 
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This remonftrance had the proper cf- 
feft; they went with great cpmpofure,^ 
that very inftant, to change their drefs ; 
and the next day I had the fatisfaftion of 
finding my daughters, at their own re- 
quell, employed in cutting up their trains 
into Sunday waiftcoats for Dick and Bill, 
the two little ones, and what was ftill more 
fatisfadory, the gpwns feemed improved 
by this curtailing. 



'.;fr . 
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C H A P. V. 

A new and great acquaintance introducedi 
TVhat we place moji hopes upon generally 
proves fnoji fatal. ~ - 

AT a fmall diftance from the houfe mg ^ 
predeceffor had made a feat, over- 
fhaded by an hedge of hawthorn and ho- 
neyfuckle. Here, when the weather was , 
fine and our labour foon finifhed, we ufu- 
ally fat together, to enjoy an extenfive 
landfcape, in the calm of the evening. 
Here too we drank tea, which now was 
become an occafional banquet ; and as we 
had it but feldom, it difFufed a new joy, 
the preparations for it being made with 
no fmall ftiare of buflle and ceremony. 
On thefe occafions, our two little ones 
always read for us, and they were regularly 
fcrved after we had done. Sometimes^ .to 
give a variety to our amufements, the girls 
Vol. I. C fung 
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fungtothe guitar; and while they thiis 
formed a little concert, my wife and I 
would ftroll down the floping field, that 
was emhellifhed with blue-bells and cen- 
taury, talk of our children with rapture^ 
and enjoy the breeze that wafted both 
health and harmony. 

In this manner we began to find that 
every fituation in life may bring its own 
peculiar pleafures : every mrorning waked 
us to a repetition of toil ; but the evening 
jccp3dd it with vacant hilatity. 

It was about the beginning of autumn, 
on a holiday, for I kept fuch as intervals 
of relaxation from labour, that I had drawn 
out my family to our ufual place of amufe- 
menr^ and our young muficians began 
their iffual conoqrt. As we were thus en- 
^ged, we faw a ftag bound nimbly by> 
ivithin about twenty paces of where we were 
fittings and by its panting, it feemed 
preftby the hunters. We had not much 
(time to refleft i:^on the poor animars dif- 

trefs. 



WAKEFIELD. 51 

trefs, when we perceived the ddgs and 
horfemen come • fwecping aiong at foinc 
diftance behind, and making the very path 
it had taken, I was infta'ntly for returning 
in with my family ; but eidier curiofity or 
furprize, or fomemqre hidden motive, held 
my wife and daughters to their feats. The 
huntfman, t^ho rode forcmoft, paft us wit^i 
great fwiftnefs, followed by four or five 
perfons more^ who feemed in equal hafte* 
At laft, a young gentleman of a more gen- 
teel appearance than the reft, came for- 
ward, and for a while regarding us^ inftcad 
of purfuing the chacc, ftopt Ihort, and 
giving his horfe to a fervant who attended,. 
approached us with a carelefs fuperior air. 
He feemed to want no introdudiion, but 
was going to falute my daughters as one 
certain of a kind reception ; but they had 
early learnt the leflbn of looking prefump- 
tion out of countenance. Upon which he 
let us know that his name was Thornhill, 
and that he was owner, of the eftate that 
iay for fomc extent round as. He again, 

C 2 thero- 
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therefore, offered to falute the female 
part of the family; and fuch was the 
power of fortune and fine cloaths, that he 
found no fecond. repulfc. As his addrefs, 
though confident, was eafy, we foon be- 
cattie more familiar -, and perceiving mu. 
fical inftruraents lying near, he begged to 
be favoured with a fong. As I did not ap- 
prove of fuch ilifproportioned acquaint- 
ances, I winked upon my daughters, in 
order to prevent their compliance^ but my 
hint was counteracted by one from their 
^ mother ; fo that with a chearful air they 
gave us a favourite fong of Drydcn's. Mr. 
Thornhill feemed highly delighted with 
their performance and choice, and then 
took up the guitar himfelf He played but 
very indifierently j however, my eldeft 
daughter repaid his former applaufc with 
intereft, and afTured him that his tones 
were louder than even thofe of. her maftef. 
At this compliment he bowed, which flic 
returned with a curtefy. He praifed her 
tafte> and flie commended his underftand- 
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ing : an age could not have made them 
better acquainted. While the fond mo- 
ther too, equalljrJiappy, infifted upon her 
landlord's ftepping in, and tailing a glafs 
of her goofeberry.. The whole family 
feemed earned to pleafe him : my^ girls at- 
tempted to entertain him with topics they 
thought moft modern, while Mofes, on 
the contrary, gave him- a queftion or two 
from the ancients, for which he had the 
fatisfaftion of being laughed at : my littl?^ 
ones were no lefs bufy, and fondly (luck 
clofe to the ft ranger. All my endeavours 
could fcarce keep their dirty fingers from 
^handling and tarnilhing the lace on his 
cloaths, and lifting up the flaps of his 
pocket holes, to fee what was there. At 
the approach of evening he took leave ; 
but not till he had requefted permiffion 
to renew his vifit, which, as he was" our 
landlord, we moft readily agreed to* 

As foon as he was gone, my wife called 
a council on the conduft of the day. She 
was of opinion, that it was a moft fortir- 

C 3 nate 
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tunate hit } for that (he had known evtix 
flranger things than that brought to bear. 
She hoped again to fee the day in which 
we might hold up our heads with the beft 
of them ; and concluded,, flie protcfted- 
fhe couW fee no reafon why the two Mifs 
Wrinklcrs ih^uld marry great fortunes, 
and her chikiren get none. As this lad 
argument was directed to me, I protefted 
I could fee no reaibn for it neither, nor 
why Mr..Simpkins ^r the ten tbouiand 
pound prize in the lottery, and we fate 
down with a blank. * I proteft, Charle9,r 
cried my wife, * this i§ the way you alw^ys^ 
« damp my ^irls and me when we are ia 

* fpirits* .^1 me, Sophy, my dear, whajc 

* do you think of our new vifitor ? Don't 
' you think he feemed tp be go6d-natured ?^ 

* — ^— Immenfely fo, indefed, mamma,* re- 
plied (he, ^ I think he has a, great deal t^ 
^* fay vpon every thing, and is never at ^ 

* lofs •, iand the more trifling the fubjc<5t,. 

* the more he has to iay.* — —- ^' Yes,* 
cried Olivia, ♦ he is well enough for n 

* man 5 but for my part,. I don't much. 

* like 
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» 

* like him, he is fo extremely impudent 

* and familiar; tut on the guitar be is. 

* fhocking.' Thefe two laft fpeeches . I 
interpreted by contraries. I found by this^^ 
that Sophia internally d€Jrpired» as much 
as Olivia fecretly admired him,—* What- 
^ ever may be your opinions of him, my 

* children,' cried 1$ ' to confef& a truth, 
' he has not prepofiefl: me in his favour. 
^ Diiproportioned fr4end(hips ever termU 

* aaiss in difguft : md I tho^ght^ ootwith* 
^ ftanding-all his ea&, that he feeme^ per* 
*feaiy fcnfibk qf the diftance between 

* us. Let us Iceep to companions of ouc 
^ own rank. There is no charafter more 
^ contemptibk than a man^at is a far^ 

* tune-hunter ; and I can fee no reafon 

* why fortune hunting women fhould not 

* be contemptible too. Thus, at beft, we 

* fliall be contemptible if his views are ho- 

* nourablb ; but if they be otherwife ! T ' 
« ihould fhudder but to think of that ! It 

* is true, I have no apprehenfions from 

* the condud of my children » . but I think 

C 4^ *- there 
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« there arc fome from his charader.' — I 
would have proceeded, but for the inter- 
ruption of a fervant from the 'Squire, who, 
with his compliments, fent us a fide of 
venifon, and a promife to dine with us 
fome days after. This well-timed prefent 
pleaded more powerfully in his favour, 
' than any thing I had to fay could obviate. 
I therefore continued filent, fatisficd with 
jutl having pointed- out danger, and leav- 
ing it to their own difcretion to avoid it. 
That virtue which requires to be eyer 
guarded, is fcarce worth thexcntinel. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The happinefs of a country fire-fide. . 

AS we carried on the former difpute 
with, fome degree of warmth, in or- 
der to accommodate matters^ it was uni^ 
vcrfally a^eed, that we fl^ioukl have a part 
of the venifoa for fupper,\aad the girls^ 
undertook the tafk with .alacrity. . M. amt 

* forry,* cried I, * that we have no neigh- 

* hour Qr ftranger to take pan in this 

* good cheer : feafts of this kind acquire 

* a double relifli from hofpitaKty/ 

' Blefs me,* cried, my wife, ♦ here comes 
' our good friend Mr. Burchell,. that faved. 
' our Sophia,, and that run: you down fairly 

* in the argument.'—^ Conf^ite me in 

* argument,: child !' cried I. ' You mif- 

* tdce there, my dear. I believe there are 
^ but few that can do that: I never difpute- 

C 5 *'P^' 
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* your abilities at making a goofc-pyc;* 
i and I beg yooll leave argument to me/ 
—As I fpoke, poor Mr. Burchell entered 
the houfe; and was welcomed ' by the fa- 
mily, who fhook him heartily by the hand^ 
while little Dick ofHciouily reached him a 
chai^ 

, I was plea&d with the poor man's 
friendihip for two reafona; beeaufe I kncir 
that he wanted mine, and I knew him to^ 
be friendly as far as he was able. H® was 
knpwn in our neighbourhood by the cha- 
racter of the poor Gentleman that would 
do no good wben he was young, though 
he was not yet thirty. He would at in* 
tervals talk with great good ienfe ; but in* 
general he was fondeft of the company of 
children, whoni he ufed to call harmlefs 
little men. ; He was famous, I foundy for 
finging them ballads, and telling them 
ftories V and feldom went out without 
fomeching in his pockets for them, a piece 
of finger- bread, or an ha^^pcnny whiftle. 

N He 
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He gdxerally came for a few days inio 
our neigbbourhpod once a year» and lived 
upon che neighboiKs hoTpitaUcy. He faie 
down to fupper among us^ and my wife 
was i^ot iparing of her . gopfeberry wine. 
The tale went^ound ; he fwig us old foi^c, 
and gave the children the ftory of fbe 
Buck of Beverland, with the hjftory of 
Patieot Grjfiel, the ad\^Jituits of Ctf&in» 
and then Fair Rofamond's bower. Our 
cock, which, always crew at eleven, now 
tbld OS it was time for repofe ;V but an 
unforefeen difficulty ftatted about Ipdg-. 
ing the Granger : all our beds were al- 
ready taken up, and it was top late to &Qd 
him to ^ next ale-houie. I a this dilem* 
ma, little Dick offeiied him, kis part of the 
bed, if his brother Moles ^would let him lie 
with him -, « And t* cried Bill, * wiilgive 
' Mr. Burchell my part, if my fifters idit 

* take me to theirs/—* Well done, my 
' good children/ cr^d I, ^ hofpitality. is 

* one of die /Bijlchriftian. duties. Thebeaft 
^ retires to his iheker, aod the^ird flies io 

C 6 * its 
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ks neft ; but helplefs man can only find 
refuge from his fellow creature. The 
greateft ftranger in this world, was he 
that came to fave it. He never had an 
houfe, as if willing to fee what hofpita- 
Kty was left remaining amongft us. De- 
borah, my dear,* cried I to my wife, 
givcL thofe boys a lump of fugar each, 
and let Dick's be the largeft, becaufe he 
5fpokefirft.* 

In the morning early I called out my 
whole family to help at faving an after- 
growth of hay, and our guefl: ofTering his 
affiftance, he was accepted among the 
number. Our labours went on lightly, 
we turned the fwath to the wind, I went 
foremoft, and the reft followed in due fuc- 
ceffion.' I could not avoid, however, ob- 
. librviiig the affiduity of Mr. Burchell in 
' aflifting my daughter Sophia in her part 
of the talk.- When he had finiflied his own, 
. he would join in her's, and enter into a 
£\q& cQiiwvSaxion : but I bad too good an 

> opinion 
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Opinion of Sophia's underftanding, and 
was too well convinced of her ambition, to 
be under any uneafinefs from a man of 
broken fortune. When we were finifhed 
for the day, Mr. Burchell was invited as 
on the night before ; but he refufed, as he 
was to lie that night at a neighbour's to 
whofe child ^ he was carrying a whiftlc. 
When gone, our conv6rfation at fupper ^ 
turned upon our late unfortunate gueft. 

* What a ftrong inftance,* faid I, ' is that 
' poor man of the mifcries attending *a 

* youth of levity and extravagance. He 

* by no nieaqs wants fenfe, which only 

* ferves to aggravate his former folly. Poor 

* forlorn creature, where are now the revel- 
' lers, the flatterers, that he could once itl- 

* fpire and command ! Gone, perhaps, to 

* attehd the bagnio pander, grown rich 

* by his extravagance. They once praifed 

* him, and now they applaud the pander: 

* their former raptures at his wit, are now 

* (lonvertcd into farcafms at his folly : he 

* is poor, and perhaps dgferves poverty ; 

* for 
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« for he has neither the ambiticm to be in- 

* dependent, nor the flcill to be ufcful/ 
Prompted' perhaps by fomc fccret rcafons,- 
I dcli\^ercd this obfervation with too much- 
acrimony, which my Sophia gently re- 
proved. * Whatfoever his fopmer conduct 

* may be, papa, his circumftances (hould 

* exempt him from cenfure now. His^ 

* prefent indigence, is a fuf&cient punifti- 
« ment for former folly ; and I have heard 

* my pi^a himfelf fay, that we fliould 
^ never ftrike our uimecefllary blow at a 

* viftim over whom providence holds the 

* fcourge of ks refeiument.* —- -. ' You 
« are righty Sophy,' cried my ion Mofes, 

* and one of the ancients finely reprefents ' 

* fo maliqious a conduft, by the attempts 

* of a ruftic to flay Marfyas, whofe ikin, 

* the fable tells u&, ha<^ been wholly ftriptv 

* off by another, Befides I don't know 
' if this poor tnan's fituation be lb bad as 

* my father would rcprefent it* We are 

* not to judge of the feelings of others by 
I what wt might feel if in their place; 

• How* 
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* However dark the habitation of the mole 

* to our eyes, yet the animal it^f finds 

* the apartment itfelf fAifficientty lightfome. 

* And to conf^is a truth, this man's mind 

* feei»s fitted to bis ftation j for I never 

* heard any one nK>re iprightly than he 
' was to-day, wl^n he converiied with 

* )^jLj/--t-Thif wfts faid without the leaft 
defign, however it €xcit<(i a blufla^ which 
&e fixQve to «9ver by an af&dtcd lau^, 
^Siring hioEi, fh^ffie fcarce took any no- 
tice of what he iaid to her^^ biit that fhe 
bielieved he might opce h^ve been a very 
fine gentleman. The readinefs . with 
which Ihe undertook to vinclicate herfclf, 
and her blulhing, were fympton^s I did not 
internally approve; but I repreft my 
fufpicions^ 

As we expefted our landlord the next 
day, my wife went to make the*venifon 
pafly ; Mofes fate reading, while I taught 
the little ones: my daughters feemed 
equally bufy :«fith the reft i and I obferved 

them 
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them for a good while cooking fomethirtg 
over the fire. I at firft fuppofed they wefe 
aflifting their mother; but little Dickjft- 
formed me in a whifper, that they were 
making a walh for the face. Walhes of 
all kinds I had a natural antipathy to ; for 
I knew that inftead of mending the com- 
plexion they fpoiled it, I therefore ap- 
proached my chair by fly d^rees to the 
fire, and graiping the poker, as if it wantoi 
mending, feemingly by accident, over- 
turned the whole compofition, and it was 
too late to begin another.. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

• * 

A town wit defcribcd. The duUeft fellows 
may learn to be comical for a^ night or 
two. 

WHEN the morning arrived on 
which we were to entertain our 
young landlord, it may be eafily fuppofed 
what provifions were exhaufted to make an 
appearance. It may alfo be conjectured 
that my wife and daughters expanded their 
gaycft plumage upon this occafion. Mr, 
^Thomhill came with a cOuple oF friends,' 
his chaplain and feeder. The fervants, 
who were numerous, he politely ordered 
. to the next alehoufe: but my wife, in 
the triumph of her heart, infilled on en- 
tertaining them all ; ' for which, by the 
bye, our family was pinched for three 
weeks after. As Mr. Burchell had hinted 
to us the day before, that he'^was making 

fome propofals of marriage to Mifs Wil- 
' \ ^ mot. 
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mot, my fon George's former miftrefe, thU 
a good deal damptrd the beartinefs of hi3 
reception : but accident, in fonle mcafure, 
relieved our embarrafflnent ; for one of' 
tte company happening to mention her' 
name,^ Mr. Thornhill obferved with ank 
oath, that he never knew any thing more 
abfurd than calling fucH a fright a beauty : 

* For, ftrike me ugly,' continued he, 'if 
^ I ihould not Qnd as much pleafure in 

* chiooftng my miftf e& by (he iaformatioit 
^ ci 3, lamp under the clock of St. Du^<^ 
^ tan's.' At this ho- laughed, and ib did 
we: — thcjefts of the rick arc «ver fuo- ' 
ceisfuL Qlivia too could not avoid whim- 
pering, loud enough to be heard, that h& 
had an infinite fund' of humour. 

After dinner, I began with my ufual 
toaft, the Church; for this: I was thanked 
by the chaplain, as he faid the church was, 
the only miftrefe of his afFcdtions. — — ^ 

* Come tell us honeftly, Frank,' faid the 
Squire, with his ufual archnefs, ' fuppofe 

^ the churchy your prefent'miftrefs, drefl? ' 
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* in lawn fleeves, on one hand, and MiG; 

< Sophia, with no lawn about her, on the 

* other, which would you be fpr ?' • For 
« both, to be fure,* cried the chaplain.—^ 

* Right, Frank,* cried the *Squire \ ' for 
^ may this glafs fufFocate me but a fine 

* girl is > worth all the prieftcraft in the 

* creation. For what are tythes md tricks 

< but an impofition, all a confounded im* 

* poftur^, and I can prove it/— — * I wifli 

* you \frould,* cried my fcn Mofes, * and 

< L think,' continued be, < that I ihould 

* be able fo anfwer you.——* Very well, 
« Sir,' cried the 'Squire, who immediately 
iinoaked him, and winking on the re& 
.of the company, to jprcpare us for the 
fpOKt» ' if you are for a cool argument 
^ upon that fubjeft, I am.rcady to accept 

* the challenge. And firft, whether arc 

* you for managing it analogically, or 
> dialogically ?' ' I am for managing it 

* rationally,' cried Mofcs, quite hap{^ 
^t being pertnittecj to difpute. * Good 

* again,' critd the 'Squire, * aijd firftly,, ' 

* lof the firft* I hope you'll not deny that^ 

* what- 
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* whatever is, \is'. If you don't grant me 

* that, I can go no further/ — — * Why,* 
returned Mofes, * I think I may grant that, 

* and make the belt of it.'—. — ' I hope 

* too,' returned the other, * you'll grant 

* that a part is lefs than the whole".* • I 

* grant that too,' cried Mofes, ' it is but 

* juft and reafbnable.' * I hope,* cried 

the 'Squire, * you will not deny, th^t the 

* two angles of a triangle are equal to two 

* right ones.' — * Nothing can be plainer/ 
returned t'other,' and looked round with 
his ufual importance, > ^ Very well ^ 
cfried the 'Sq^uire, fpeakikg very quick, 
^ the premiles being thus fettled^ I pro- 

* ceed to obferve, that the concatenation 

* of felf exiftences, proceeding rn a reci- 

* procal duplicate ratio, naturally product 

* a problematical dialogifm, which in fome 

* meafure proves that the effence of fpi- 

* rituality may be referred to the fecond 

* predicable.' ' Hold, hold,' cried the 

other,* ' I deny that: Do you think I 

* can thus tamely fubmit toflich heterodox 
» doctrines i' —— *:What,' replied the 

'Squire^ 
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'Squire, as if in a paflion, ' not fubmit ! 

' Anfwer me one plain queftion : Do you. 

* think Ariftotle right when he fays, that 
' relatives are related ^' * Undoubtedly,' 
replied the other. ' If fo then,* cried the 
'Squire, * anfwer me diredly to what I 

* propofe t Whether do you judge the a- 
*• nalytical inveftigation of the firft part of 

* my enthymem deficient fecundum quoad", 
' or quoad minus, and give me your rea- 

* fons : give me your reafons : I fay, di- 

^ redly.* ' I proteft,' cried Mofes, 

* I don't rightly comprehend the force of 
' your reafoning -, but if it be reduced to 

* one fimple propofition, I fancy 'it may 

' then- have an anfwer.' ' O, Sir,' 

cried the 'Squire, * I am your moft humble 

* fervant; I find you want me to fur- 

* nifh you with argument" arid intellefts 

* too. No, Sir, there 1 proteft you are. 
' too hard for me.' This effeftually raifed 
the laugh againft poor Mofes, who fate 
the only difmal figure in a groupe of 
merry faces: nor did he ofier a fingle 

I fy liable- 



70 THE VICAR OF 

fyllablc more during the whole entertain- 
ment. 

. But though all this gave me no plea- 
fure, it had a very different efFcd upon 
Olivia, who miftook it for humour, though 
but a mere aft of the memory. She 
thought him therefore a very fine gentle- 
man \ and fuch as confider what powerful 
ingredients a good figure, fine' cloaths, 
and fortune are in that character, will 
^eafily forgive her. Mr. Thornhill, not- 
withftanding his real ignorance, taJkcd 
with eafe, and could expatiate upoil the 
common topics of converfation with flu- 
ency. It is not furprizing then that fuch 
talents ihould win the affeftions of a girl,, 
who by education was taught to value an 
appearance in herfelf, and confequcntly to 
&t a value upon it in another. 

Upon his departure, we again entered 
into a debate upon the merits of our young 
landlords As he direfted hj^ looks and 

"" con- 
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converfation to Olivia, it was no longer 
doubted but that flie was the object that 
induced him to be our vifitor. Nor did 
Ihe feem to be much difpleafcd at , the in- 
nocent raillery of her brother and fifter 
upon this occafion. ' Even Deborah herfclf 
feemed to Ihare the glory of the day, and 
£xulted in her daughter*a viftory as if it 
were her own. * And now, my dear/ 
cried Ihc to me, ' Til fairly own, that it 

* was I that inftrufted my girls to encou- 
^ rage our landlord's addreflcs, . I had 
^ always fom^ ambition, and you now lee 
^ that I was right; for who Jcnows hoi^ 

* this may end ? ' * Ay, who knows that 

* indee<},* anfwered I, with a groan : * for 
^ my part I don't much like it 5 and i 
■* could have been better pleafed with one 
^ that was poor and honed, than this fine 
^-gentleman with his fortune and infide** 

* lity ; for, depend on't, if* he te what I 

* fufped him, no free-thinker ihall ev^ 

* have a child of mine/ 
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^ Sure, fether/ cried Mofes, « you are 
3 floo 
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* too fevere in this 5 for heaven will never 
' arraign him for what he thinks, but ifor 
' what he does. Every man has ~a tliou- 

* fand vicious thoughts, which ^rife wjth- 
' out his power to fupprefs. Thinking 

* freely of religion may be involuntary 

* with this gentleman : fo that allowing 

* his fentiments to be wrong, yet as he is 

* purely paflive in his aflent, he is no 

* more to be blamed for his errors, than 

* the governor of "a city without walls for 

* the fhelter he is obliged to afford an 

* invading enemy.' 

^ * True, my fon,* cried I ; * but if 

* the governor invites the enemy there, he 
' is juftly culpable. And fuch is always 

* the cafe with thofe who embrace error, 

* The vice docs not lie in afienting to 

* the proofs they fee ; but in being blind 
' to many of the ^proofs that offer. So 

* that, though our erroneous opinions 

* be involuntary when formed, yet as we 
^ have ^been wilfully corrupt, or very 

* negligent in forming thi^m, we deferve 

: • ^ punifh- 
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* puniflimcnc for^ our ykcs, Qt cottOeiof^t 

* for our f<^ly,* 

* My wife now kept up the converfarion, 
tKough not the argument : (he obfcrved,. 
that fevcral veryr prudent men of- our ac-' 
t]uaintance were free^inkers,' and made^ 
very good hulbands ; and Ihe knew fome 
fenfible girls that had (kill enough to make 
converts of their fpoufes : * And who 
** knows, my dear,' continued Ihe, * what 
^ Olivia may be able to do. , The girl 

* has a great deal to fay upon every fub- 

* je6t, and to my knowledge is very well 

* fkilled in controverfy.* 

* Why, my dear, what controverfy can 

* ftie have read ? ' cried I, * It does not 

* occur to me that I ever put fuch books 

* into her hands : you certainly over-rate 

* her merit. * ' Indeed, pappa/ replied 
Qlivia^ ^ ihe does not : I have read a 
*' great deal of controverfy. I have read 

* the dilputes between Thwackum and 
« Square ; the controverfy between Robin- 

Voi.. I, D V *foa 
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*'fpn Crufoe aiid Friday the favage, and 1 
^ am now employed in reading the contro- 

* verfy in Religious Courtfliip.' — * Very 

• 'weH/ cried I, * that's a good girl i I 
^ find you are perfeAIy qualified for mak- 
^•ing converts, and {o go help your rao^ 
f ^her to make the ^oofeberry-pye/ 
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CHAP. VIII. 

An amour, which promifes littk good for- 
tune, yet may be produftive of much. 

THE next morning we were again 
yifited tfy Mr. Burchell, though 1 
•began, for certain reafons, to be difpleafed 
with the frequency of his return ; but I 
could not refufe him my company and 
fire-fide. It is true his labour more than 
requited his entertainment j for he wrought 
^mong xis with vigour, and either in the 
meadow, or at the hay-rick, put himfelf 
foremoft. Befides^ he had always fome- 
•thing amufing to fay that leiTened our toil^ 
and .was at once fo out of the way, and 
yet fo fenfible, that I loved, laughed at, 
and pitied him. My only diflike arofe 
from an attachment he difcovered to my 
daughter : he would, in a jeiling manner, 
call her his little miftrefs, and when he 
bought each of the girls a fet of ribbands, 

D 2 her'a 
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hcr*s was the fineft. I knew not how, but 
be every day feemcd to become more ami- 
able, his wit to improve, and his fimplicity 
to afliimc the foperipr airs of wifdom. 

' Our family dined i(i the field, and we 
iatc, or rather reclined, round a tempe- 
rate repaft, our cloth fpread upon the 
liay, while. Mr. Burchell gave chearfulncis 
to the feaft. To heighten our iatisfac-- 
lion two black-birds anfweredeach oth^r 
from oppofite hedges, the familiar red- 
breaft came and pecked the cfumbs from 
our hands, and every found feemed but 
the echo of tranquillity. • I never fit 

* thusj^*' fays Sophia, * but I think of 

* the two lovers, {o fweetly defcribed by 

* Mr; Gay, who were ftruck diead in each 

* other*s arms. There is fome thing fo 

* pathetic in the defcription, tha^^ I have 

* read it an hundred times with new rap- 

* ture.'— — * In ray opinion, * cried my 
fon, * the fineft ftroke^ in that defcrip- 

* tion are much below thofc in the Acis 

* and 
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and Galatea of Ovid. The Roman poet 
undcKftands the ufe of c^ntrafi better^ 
and upon that figure artfully managed 
all ftrength in the pathetic depends.*— 
It is remarkable/ cried Mr. Burchell, 
that both the poets you mention have 
equally contributed to introduce a falfc 
tafte into their refpective countries, by 
loading all their lines with epithet. Meiv 
of little genius found them moft -eafily 
imitated in their defefts, and Englifb 
poetry, like that in the latter empire of 
Rome, is nothing at prefent but a com- 
bination of luxuriaht images, without 
plot or connexion ; a firing of epithets 
that improve the found without carrying 
on the fenfe. But perhaps, Madam, 
while I thus reprehend others, you'll 
think it juft that I fliould give them' an 
opportunity to retaliate, and indeed I. 
have made this remark only to hiiV^e- an- 
opportunity of introducing to the com- 
paay a ballad, which, whatever be its 

D 3, * other 
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* Other defcas, is, I think, at Icaft fred 

* from thofe I have mentioned.* ~ 

A BALLAD. 

* rp U R N, gentle hermit of the dakji. 

•^ ' And guide my lonely way, 
' To where yon taper thecrs the yale> 

* With holpitablc ray. 

* For here, forlorn and loft I tread,. 

* With fainting fteps and flow ;. 

* Where wilds immeafurably fpread,. 

* Seem lengthening as I go.* • 

* Forbear, my fon,* the hermit cries,'. 

* To tempt the dangerous gloom j. 

* For yonder faithlels phantom flies 

* To lure thee to thy doom. 

^ Here to the houfelefs child of wanty 

* My door is open ftill ; 

« And though my portion is but fcant,^ 

* I give it with good will. 

!^ Theri 
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f Then turn to-night, and freely (hare 

* Whatever my cell beftows \ 

f My Jtulhy couch, and frugal fare,. 

* My bleffing and repofc. 



f No flocks that range the valley free, 

* To (laughter I condemn : 

f Taught by that power that pities me,. - 

* I learn to pity thenf 

f But from the mountains grafly fide, ' 

•-A guiltlefs feaft I bring ; 
* Afcrip with herbs and Fruits fuppjy'd, 

* And water from the fpring. 

f Then, pilgrim, turn, thy cares forego; 

* All earth-born cares are wrong : . ' . 
f Man wants but little here below, 

* Nor wants that little long.* 

Soft as the dew from heav*n defcends. 

His gentle accents fell: 
The raodeft ft ranger lowly bends,. 

And follows to the cell. 

D 4 Fat 
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Far'in a wildemefs obfcure 
^ The lonely manfion lay> 
A refuge to the neighbouring poor 
And ftrangers led aftray^ 

No flx)res beneath its humble thatcht 
Required a maftcr's care 5 

The wicket opening with a latch^ 
Received the harmlels pain 

And. now when bufy crowds retine 
To take their evening reft. 

The hermit trimm'd his little fire>. 
And chcerM his penfive gucft % 

And fpread hb vegetable ftore,. 
And gayly preft and fmird,. 

And fkiird in legendary lore. 
The lingering hours beguil'd.. 

Around in rympathetic mirth 
Its tricks the kitten tries. 

The cricket chirrups in the hearth i 
The crackling faggot flics. 



But 
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But nothing could a charm impart 

To footh the ftranger*s woe •, 
For grief was heavy at his heart, 

And tears began to flow. 

His rifing cares the hermit fpy*d. 

With anfwering care oppreft : 
f' And whence, unhappy youth/ he cry*d, 

* The forrowsof thy breaft ? 

-J ' - 

f From better habitations fpura*d, 
, ' Reludtant doft thou rove -, 

* Or grieve for friendfhip unreturn*d> 
' Or unregarded love ? 

* Alas' I the joys that fortune brings, 
'' Are trifling, and decay ; 

* And thofe who prize the paltry things^ 

* More trifling ftiH than they. 

* And what is friendfhip but a name, 

* A charm that lulls to fleep ; 

f A fliade that follows Wj^alth or fame, 
• . But leaves the wretch' to weep ? 

D 5 . • Apd 
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• And love is dill an emptier founds 

« The modern fair ope's jcft^ . 
« On earth unfcen-^ or only found 

* To warm the turtle's neft. 

f For fhame, fond youth, thy forrows huflt^ 
« And fpurn the fex/ he faid : 

But, while he fpoke, a rifing blufh 
His' love-lorn gueft betray'd. 

Surpri^*d he fees new beauties rife 
Swift mantling to the view, 
/^ Like colours o'er the morning fkics^ 
As bright, as tranfient too. 

The bafliful look, the rifing breaft^ 

Alternate fpread alarms. 
The lovely ftranger ftands confefi: 
^ A maid in all her charms. 

f And, ah, forgive a ftranger rude,, 

* A wretch forlorn,* fhe cry*d, 

^ I Whofe feet unhallow'd thus intrude 
^ Where h^av*n and you refide. 

* But 
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f But let a maid thy pity (hare, 

* Whom love has taught to ftray ; 

f Who fceks for reft, but finds dcfpair 

* Companion^ of her way. 

f My father liv'd befide the Tyne, 

* A wealthy lord was he'; 

f^ And all his wealth was mark*d as mine, 

* He had but only me. 

< To .win me from his tender arms^ 

* Unnumbered- fuitors camev- 

* Who prais'd me for imputed charms^ 

* And felt or fcign'd.a.flame. 

* Each hour a mercenary crowd 

* With richeft proffers ftrove : 

* Among the reft young Edwin bow*d, 
« But never talk'd of love. 

^ In humble fimpleft habit clad, 

* No wealth nor power had he ; 

< Wifdom and worth were all he had, 
I But thefe were all to me. 

P 6 * The 
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^ f The bloffom opening to the dajr, 

* The dews of heav'n refin'd, 

• Could nought of purity difplajr^ 
^ To emulate his mind. • 

5 The dew, the bloflbm on the tree, 

* With charms inconftant (hine ; 

^ Their charms were his, but -woe to me« 
^ f Their conftancy was mine. 

5 For ftill Itry'd each fickle art, 
_ * Importunate and vain : 
f^And while his paffion touched my hcart^ 
' I triuHfiph'd in his pain. 

♦ Till quite dejeaed with my fcom, 

* He left me to my pride ; 

^ And fought a folitude forlorn, 
' In fecret where he died. 

■ 

f But mine the forrow, mine the fault, 

* And well my life fhall pay, 
I I'll feek the folitude he fought, 

^ And ftretch me where he lay.— — 

1^ f And 
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f And there forlorn defpairing hid, 

* I'll lay me down and die : * 

* 'Twas fo for me that Edwin did, 
« And fo for him will L* 

J Forbid it, heaven !* the hermit cry*d, - 
And ckfp'd her to his breaft : 

The wondeang fair one turned to chide, 
'Twas Edwin's felf that prcft. 

* Turn, Angelina, ever dear, 

* My charmer turn to fee, 

* Thy own, thy long loft Edwin here, 

* Rcftor'd to love, and thee, 

* Thus let me hold thee to my heart, 

* And ev'ry care refign : 

* And fhall we never, never part, . 
< My life,— my all that's mine, 

* No, never, from this hour to part, 

« We'll live and love fo true ; 
; The figh that rends thy conftant heart, 

* Shall break thy Edwin's too/ 

While 
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While this ballad was reading, Sophia 
feemed to mix an air of tendemefs with 
her approbation. But our tranquillity was 
foon difturbed by the report of a gun jufl: 
by us, and immediately after a man was 
feen burfting through the hedge, to take 
up the game he had killed. This fportf- 
man was the 'Squire's chaplain, who had 
{hot one of the blackbirds that fo agree- 
ably entertained us. So loud a report, and 
ib near, ftartled my . daughters ; and I 
could perceive, that Sophia in the fright 
Jiad thrown herfelf into Mr. * Burchell's 
arms for protedtion. The gentleman came 
up, and afked pardon for having difturbed 
tis, affirming that he was ignorant of our 
being fo near. He therefore fate down by 
my youngeft daughter, and'fportfm^n like, 
offered her what he had killed that morn- 
ing. She was going to refufe,. but a pri- 
vate look from her mother foon induced 
her to corred the miftake, and accept his 
prefent, though with fome reluftance. 
My wife, as ufual, difcovcrcd her pride 

'in 
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in a whiiper, obierving, that Sophy had 
made a conqueft of the chaplain, as well 
as her fitter had of the 'Squire. I fuf- 
pcdedi however, with more probability, 
that her afFedions were placed upon a dif- 
ferent objeft. The chaplain's errand was 
to inform us, tliat Mr. Thomhill had pro* 
vided mufic and refreihments, and in- 
tended that night giving the young ladies 
a ball by moon-light, on the grais-plat be- 
fore our door. * Nor can I deny,* conti- 
nued he, ^ but I have an intereft in being 

* firft to deliver this meilage, as I expert 

* for my reward to be honoured with Mils 

< Sophy's hand as a partner.' ,To this 
my girl replied, that Ihe fhould have no 
objedion, if fhe could do it with honour : 
« But here,' continued (he, * is a gentle- 

* man,* looking at Mr. Burchell, * wha 
^ has been my companion in the tafk for 

< the day, and it is fit he fhould fhare 

* in its amufements.* Mr. Burchell re- 
turned her a compliment for her inten- 
tions I but refigned her up to the chap- 

laini 
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lain, adding that he was to go that night: 
live miles, being invited to an harvefl: 
flipper. His refufal appeared to me a 
little extraordinary, nor could I. conceive 
how fo fenfible a girl as my youngeft, could 
thus prefer a man of broken fortunes to 
one whofe expedlations were much greater., 
^ But as men are moll capable of diftinguifh- 
ing merit in women, fo the ladies often 
form the true ft judgments of us. The 
two fexes feem placed as fpies upon each 
other, and are furniftied with different, 
abilities, adapted fof mutual iafpedionV 
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CHAP. IX. 

Two ladies o£ great diftinftion introduced^ 
Superior fincrjr ever fccma to confer 
fupcrior breeding, 

MR. Burdiell had fcarce taken leavCt 
and Sophia confented to dance 
with the chaplain^ when nny little ones came 
running out to cell u«, that the 'Squire 
was come, with a crowd of company. 
Upon our return, we found our landlord 
with a couple of under gentlemen and ^two 
young ladies richly drcffed, whom he intro* 
duced a& women of very great diftindion 
and falhion from town. We happened 
not to have chairs enough for the whole 
company j but Mr. Thornhill immediately 
propofed ^ that every gentleman fhould 
fit in a lady's lap. This I pofitively ob- 
jc^ed ta, notwithftanding a look of dit 

appro- 
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approbation from my wife. Mofes wasf: 
therefore difpatcftcd to borrow a couple 
of chairs ; and as we were in want of ladies 
to make up a fet at country dances, 
the- two gentlemen went with him in 
queil of a couple of partners. • Chairs 
*and partners were foon provided. The 
gentlemen returned with, my neighbour 
FIamborough*s rofy daughters, flaunting 
with red top-knots, but an- unlucky cir- 
cumftance was not adverted to v^ thougli 
the Mifs Flamboroughs were reckoned 
the very beft dancers in the parifli, and» 
undcrflood the jig and the round-about 
to perfeftion;. yet they were totally unac- 
quainted with country dances. This at 
firft difcompofed us: however, after a 
little, fhoving and dragging, they at hO: 
went merrily on. Our mufic confifted of 
two fiddles, with a pipe and tabor. . The 
moon ihone bright^ Mr. Thornhill and 
my ddeft daughter led up the ball, to the. 
great delight of the fpe<9:atorsi for the 
Aeighbours hearing what was going fon- 

ward,^ 
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ward, came flocking about us. My girl 
moved with fo much grace and vivacity, 
that my wife could not avoid difcovering 
the prixie of hex heart, by affuring me, that 
though the little chit did it fo cleverly, all 
the ftej'S were ftolen from herfclf. The 
ladies of the town drove hard to be equally 
eafy, but without fuccefs. They fwam, 
fprawled^ languifhed, and frifked ; but all 
would not do : the gazers indeed owned 
that it was fine ; but neighbour Flambo- 
rough obfcrved, that Mifs Livy's feet 
leemed as pat; to the mufic as its echo. 
After the dance had continued about an 
hour, the two ladies, y?ho were apprehen- 
five of catching cold, :^ioved to break up 
the ball. One of them, I thought, ex- 
preflfed her fentiments upon this occafion 
in a very coarfe manner, when {he ob- 
ferved, that by the living jingo^ Jhe was all 
of a muck of fweat. Upon our return to 
ihe houfe, we found a very elegant cold 
fupper, which Mr. Thornhill had ordered 
to be brought with him. The convcrfa- 

tlOQ 
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tion at this time, was more refervcd thair 
before. The two ladies threw my girls> 
^uite into the (hade •, for they would talk 
of nothing but high life, and high lived 
company; with other falliionable topics^ 
ftch as pictures, taflre, Shakefpeare, and 
the muGcal glalles. 'Tis true, they once 
or twice mortified us fenfibly by flipping 
out an oath ; but that appeared to me as 
the fureft fytnptom of their diftinftion,. 
(though I am fince informed that fwear- 
ing is perfedly unfafhionable.) Their 
finery, however, threw a veH over any 
groflhefs in their cdnverfation. - My- 
daughters feemed to regard their fupcrior 
accomplifhments with envy •, and what, 
appeared amifs was afcribed to tip-top. 
quality breeding. But the condefcenfioa, 
of the ladies was ftill fuperior to their 
other accomplifliments. One of them obr 
fcrved,, that had Mifs Olivia feen a Rttfe 
more of the world, it would greatly im- 
J)rove her. To which the other addcd>. 
that a finglc winter in town would make 
her little Sophia quite another thing. My 

wifa* 
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Vife warmly" affented to both 5 adding^ 
that there was nothing (he inore ardently 
wifhed than to give her girls a fingle win* 
ter's polifliing. To this I could not help 
replying, |hat their breeding was already 
fujDerior to their fortune ; and that greater 
refinement would only fcrv€ to make their 
poverty ridiculous, and give them a taft« 
for pleafures they had no right to poflefs,— r 

* And what pleafures/ cried Mr. Thorn- 
hill, * do they not deferve to poflefs^ 

* who have fo much in their power to be*? 

* ftow ? As for my part,' continued he, 
my fortune is pretty large; love, li- 

* berty, and pleafure, arc my maxims^ 

* but curfe me if a fcttlemcat of half my 
^ eftate qould . give my charming Olivia 
^ pleafure, it Ihould. be hers; and the 

* only favour I woijld 4fli in reairn, woul4 

* be to add myfelf tp the beneBtV ^ I wa^i 
not fuch a ftranger to the world as to be 
ignorant that this was the fafliionable cane 
to difguife the infolence of the bafeft prp- 
pofal ; but I made aa effbrc to fupprefs 

my 
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nyy refenfment. * Sir/ cried I, ' the family 
1 which ycm now condefcend to favour 

* with your company, has been bredwith 

* as nice a fenfe of honour as you. Any 

* attempts to injure that, may be at- 

* tended with very dangerous confequences. 

* Honour, Sir, is our only poflcffion at 

* prefent, and of that laft treafure we muft 

< be particularly careful.* T was foon 

forry for the warmth with which I 
had fpoken this, when the young gentle* 
man, gralping my hand, fwore he com- 
mended my Ipirit, though he difapprovcd 
my fulpicions. * As to your prefent 

* hint,* continued he, * I proteft hothing 

* was farther from my heart than fuch a 

* thought. No, by ail that^s tempting, 
« the virtue that will ftand a regular fiegc 

* was never to my tafte ; for all my amours 
f iarc carried by a coup de main.* 

The two ladies, who afFeded to be ig- 
norant of the reft, feemed highly diipleaf- 
ed with this laft ftroke of freedom, and 

began 
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9)egan a very difcreet and ferioiis dialogue 
upon virtue : in this my wife, the chap- 
lain, and I foon joined •, and the 'Squire 
himfelf was at lad brought to confels a 
fcnfe of forrow for his former exceffes. 
We talked t)n the pleafures of temperance, 
and of the iun-fhine in the mind unpol- 
luted with guilt I was fb well pleaied, 
that my little ones were kept up beyond 
the ufual time to be edified by fo much 
good converfation. Mr. Thornhill even 
'went beyond me, and demanded if I had 
^ny objedtbn to giving prayers* I joy- 
fully embraced^ the propofal, and in this 
manner the night was palled in a moll 
comfortable way, till at lad the company 
began to think of returning. The ladies 
ieemed very unwilling to part with my 
daughters; for whom they had conceived 
a particular afiedion, and joined in a re* 
^ueft to have the pleafure of their com- 
pany home. The 'Squire feconded the 
propofal, and my wife added her entrea- 
ties: 
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ties : the girls too looked upon me as if 
they wifhed to go, In this perplexity I 
made two or three excufes, which my 
daughters as readily removed -, fa that at 
laft I was obliged to give a peremptory 
refufal : for which we had nothing but 
fuUen Ipoks and ihort anfwers. the^ whole, 
day oifuing. 
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CHAP. X. 

The family endeavours to cope with their 
betters. The miferies of the poor when 
they attempt to appear above their cir- 
cumftances. 

I Now began to find that all my long and" 
painful leftures upon temperance, fim- 
plicity and contentment, were entirely 
difregarded. The diilindions lately paid 
us by our betters awaked that pride which 
1 had laid afleep, - but not removed Our 
windows again, as formerly, were filled 
with waihes for the neck and face. The 
fun was dreaded as an enemy to the Ikin 
without doors^ and the fire as a fpoiler of 
the cony>le3don within. My wife obferved, 
that rifing too early would hurt her daugh- 
ters' eyes, that working after dinner would 
redden their nofes, and (he convinced me 
Vol. !• E that 



I 



9'9 THE VICAR OF 

that the hands never looked fo white as 
when they did nothing. Inftead, therefprb, 
of finilhing' George's fhifts^ w^ now had 
them *new modelling their old gauzes, or 
flouriihing upon catgut; The poor Mils 
Flaraboroughs^ their former gay compa- 
nions, were call off as mean acquaintance^ 
iand tl^e whole converfation ran upon high 
life and high lived company, with pidtures^ 
tafte, Siakefpeare, and die mufical glafles* 

But we coiild have borne all this, had not 
a fortune-telling gypfey came to raife us 
into perfect fublimity. The tawney fybil 
jio fooncr appeared, than my girls came 
running to me for a Ihilling apiece to crofs 
her hand with filver. To fay the truth, I 
was tired of being always wife, and could 
iiot help gratifying their rcqueft, becaufe 
I loved to fee them happy. . I gave each of 
them a fhilling; though, for the honour 
-of the family, it muft be obferv^d, that 
they never went without money themfelves, 
as my wife always gcneroufly let them hare 
a guinea ea:ch, to keep in their pockets ; 
* - but 
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3>ut with ftria injunftions never to change 
it. After they had been clofcced up with 
the fortune-teller for fame time, I knew 
by their looks^ upon their returning, that 
they had been promifed fomething great. -^ 
'* Well, my girls, how have you fped ? 

* Tell me, Livy, has the fortune-teller 
■* given thee a penny-worth ?'-t-* I proteft, 
r pappa,* fays the girl, * I believe fhe 
^ deals with fome body that's not right ^ 

* for (he pofitively declared, that I .am to 
^ be married to a *Squire in lefs than a 

* twelvemonth !' * Well, now, Sophy, 

^ my child,* faid I, * and what fort of a 

* hufband are yoti to have ? ' ' Sir,* re- 
plied (he, • I am to have a Lord . foon 

* after my fifter has married the 'Squire.* 
— — * How,* cried I, ' is that all you are 
*' to have for your two (hillings 1 Only 
^ a Lord and a 'Squire for two (hillings! 

* You fools, I could havie promi(ed you 
^ a Prince and a Nabob for half the 

* money.' 

E 2 This 
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This curiofity of theirs, however, was 
attended with very ferious cSe6ks : we now 
began to think, ourfelves defigned by the 
ftars^ to foniething exalted, and already 
anticipated our future grandeur. 

It has been a thoufand times obfervcd, 
and I niuft obferve it once more, that the 
hours we pafs wit;h happy prpfpefts in view, 
are more pleafing than thofe crowned with 
fruition. In the firft cafe we cook the difli 
to our own appetite-, in the latter, nature 
cooks it for us. It is icnppflible to repeat . 
the train of agreeable reveries we called up 
for our entertainment. We looked upon' 
our fortunes as once more rifing ; and as 
the whole parifli afferted that the 'Squire 
was in love with my daughter, (he was ac- 
tually fo with him ; for they perfuadcd her 
into the pafTion. In this agreeable interval, 
my wife had the moft lucky dreams in the 
world, which Ihe took care to tell us every 
morning, with great folemnity and exafb- 
nefs. It was one night a coffin and crofts 

bones. 
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bones, the fign of an approaching wed- 
ding : at another time Ihe imagined her 
davighters' pockets filled with farthings, 
a certain fign they would Ihortly be ftuffed 
with gold. The girls themfelves had their 
omens. They felt ftrange kifles on their 
lips J they faw rings in the candle, purfes 
bounced from the fire, and true love^-knots 
lurked in the bottom of every tea-cup. 

Towards the end of the week we re- 
ceived a card from the town ladies ^ in 
which, wirh their compliments, they hoped 
to. fee all our family at church the Sunday 
following. All Saturday morning I could 
perceive, in confcquenccLof this, my wife 
and daughters in clofe. conference toge- 
ther, and now and then glancing at me 
with looks that betrayed a latent plot. 
To be fincere, I had ftrong fufpicions that 
fome abfurd propofal was preparing for 
appearing with fplendor the next day. In 
the evening they began their, operations 
in a very regular manner, and my wife 
undertook to condudt the fiege. After 

E 3 tea^ 
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tea, when I fcemed in fpirits, fhe begarr 
thus. — -^* I fancy, Charles, my dear, we 
(hall have a great deal of goad company 
at our church to-morrow/ — * Perhaps 
we may, my dear,* retu^ued I \ * though 
you need be under no uneafinefs about 
'that, you ftiall have a fermon whether 

there be or not.* ' That is what I 

expeft,* returned ffie: ' but I think,, 
my dear, we ought to appear there as^ 
decently as poffible, for who knows 
what may happen ? * * Your precau- 
tions,* replied I, * are highly commend^ 
able. A decent behaviour and appear- 
ance in church is" what charms me» 
We fliould be devout and humble, 
chearful ^nd ferene.* — ' Yes,* cried fhe,. 
I know that, but I mean we fliould go 
there in. as proper a manner as pofTiblc ;. 
not altogether like the fcrubs about us.*" 
You are quite r%ht, my dear,* returned: 
, ' and I was going to make the very 
fame propofal. The pi-oper manner of 
going is, to go there as early as poflible,. 
to have time for meditation - before the* 

^ fcrvice 
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* fervice begins.'—-—-** Phoo, Charles/ - 
interrupted flic, * all that is very true i 

* but not wirat I would be at. I meanr . 

* we fhould go there genteelly. Tou' 

* know the church is two niifcs ofF, and 

* I protell I don't like to fee my daughters 

* trudging up to their pew all blowzed 

* and red with walking, and looking for 

* all the world as if they had been winner* 

* at a fmock race. Now, my dear, my 

* propoial is this : there are our two plow 

* horfes, the colt that has been in our 

* family thefe nine years, and his compa* 

* nion Blackberry, that has fcarce done an 

* earthly thing for this month part. They 

* are both grown fat and lazy. Why 

* fhould they not do fomethlng as well as 

* we ? And let me tell you, when Mofcs 

* has trimmed them a little, they will cut 

* a very tolerable figure.* 

To. this propofai I objedied, that walk- 
ing would be twenty times more genteel 
than fuch a paltry conveyance, as Black- 
berry was wall-eyed, and the Colt wanted 

E 4« a tail : 



104 THE VICAR OF 

a tail : that they Jiad never been broke to 
the rein; but had an hundred vicious 
tricks V and that we had but one (addle 
and pillion in the whole houfe. All thefe 
objedtions however were over-ruled; fo 
that I was obliged to comply. The next 
morning I perceived them not a little 
bufy in coUedling fuch materials as might 
» be neceflary for the expedition ; but as I 
found it would be a bufinefs of time, I 
walked bn to the church before, and they 
promifed fpeedily to follow. I waited 
near an hour in the reading defk for their 
arrival ; but not finding them come as ex- 
pefted, I was obliged to begin, and went 
through the fe'rvice, not witliout Tome un- 
cafinefs at finding them abfent. This was 
encreafcd when all was finifhed, and no 
appearance of the family. I therefore 
walked back by the horfe-way, which was 
five miles round, though the foot- way was 
but two, and when got about half way 
home, perceived the proceffion march- 
ing flowly forward towards the church \ 
my fon, my wife, and the two little ones 

ex- 
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exalted upon one horfe, and my two daugh- 
ters upon the other. I cfemanded the caufc 
of their delay; but I foon found by their 
looks they had met with a thoufand mit 
fortunes on. the road. The horfes bad at 
firft refufed to move from the door, till 
Mr. Burchell was kind enough to beat 
them forward for about two hundred yards 
with his cudgel. Next the ftraps of my 
wife*s pillion broke down, and they were 
obliged to ftop to repair them before they 
could proceed. After that one of the 
horfes took it into his head to ftand ftill, 
and neither blows^nor entreaties could pre- 
vail with him to proceed. It w,a§ juft 
recovering fron> this difmal fituation that I 
found them ; but perceiving every thing 
fafe, I own their prefent mortification did 
not much difpleafe me, as it would give 
me many opportunities of future triumph, 
and teach my daughters more humility. 



E 5 
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CHAP. XL 

I'he family ftill refolve to hold up theilf' 

heads- - 

*' 

MICHAELMAS eve happening ort- 
the next day, we were invited to ' 
burn nuts and play tricks at neighbour 
Flam borough's. ■ Our late mortification* 
had humbled us a little^ or it is probable' 
we might have rejefted fuch an invitationi* 
with contempt : However, wc fqfiered' 
ourfe ves to be happy. Our honeft heigh- 

> 

bour's goofe and dumplings were fine,, 
and the lambVwool, even in the opiniont • 
of my wife, who was a connoifleur, was* 
excellent* It is true, his manner of ' tell- 
ing (lories was not quite fo well. They 
were very long, and very duil, and all^ 
about himfelf, and we had laughed aC 
them ten times before: however, we were 
kiod enough to laugh at them once more.- 

E 6 Mr;- 
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Mr. Burchell, who was of the party, was 
always fond of feeing feme innocent amufe- 
ment going forward, and fet the boys and 
girls to blind-nnan*s buff. My wife too 
was perfuadcd to join in the divcrfion^ and 
it gave me pleafure to think fhe was not 
yet too old. In the mean time, my neigh- 
bour and I looked on, laughed at every 
feat, and praifed our own dexterity when 
we were young. Hot cockles fuccecded 
next, 'queftioris and commands followed 
that, and laft of all, they fate down to 
hunt the flipper. As every perfon may 
not be acquainted with . this primseval 
paftime, it may be neceffary to obferve> 
that tbe^ company at this play plant them- 
felves in a ring upon the ground, all, ex- 
- cept one who ftands in the middle, whofe 
bufmefs it is to catch a flioe, which the 
company ftiove about under their hams 
from one to another, fomething like a 
weaver^s Ihuttle. As it is irapoffible, in 
this cafe, for the lady who is up to face 
all the company at once, the great beauty 
of the play lies in hitting her a thunip 

with 
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with the heel of the Ihoe on that fide leaft 
capable of making a defence. It was in 
this manner that my eldeft daughter was 
hemmed in and thumped about, all 
blowzed, in fpirits, and bawling for fair 
play, fair play, with a voice that might 
deafen a ballad fingef, when confufion on 
confufion, who fhould enter the room but 
our two great acquaintances from town. 
Lady Blarney and Mifs Carolina . Wilel- 
mina Amelia Skeggs ! Dcfcription would 
but beggar, therefore it is unneceflary to 
defcribe this new mortification. Death! 
To be Teen by ladies of fuch high breed- 
ing in fuch vulgar attitudes ! Nothing bet- 
ter could enfue from fuch a vulgar play of 
Mr. Flamborough*s propofing. We feemed 
ftruck to the ground for fome time, as if 
adually petrified with amazement. 

The two ladies had been at pur houfe 
to fee us, and finding us from home, came 
after us hither, as they were uneafy to 
know what accident could have kept us 
from church the day before. Olivia un- 
dertook 
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dertook to be our prolocutor, and deli-^- 
vered jhe whole in a fummary way, only 
faying, ' We were thrown from our horfes/ 
At which account the ladies were greatly 
concerned ; but being told the family re- 
ceived no hurt, they were extremely glad : 
but being informed that we were almolt 
killed by the fright, they were vaftly 
forryv but hearing that we had a very 
good nighty they were extremely glad 
again. Nothing could exceed their com- 
plaifance to my daughters ; their profef- 
fions the lafl: evening were warm, but now 
they were ardent. They proteQed a defire 
of having a more lading acquaintance. 
Lady Blarney was particularly attached to, 
Olivia; Mifs Carolina Wilelmina Amelia 
Skeggs (I love to give the whole name) 
took a greater fancy to her fiften They 
fupported the conyerfation between them- 
felves, while my daughters fate filent, ad- 
miring their exalted breeding. But as 
every reader, however beggarly himfelf, is 
fond of high-lived dialogues, with anec- 
' dotes of Lords, Ladies, and Knights of 

the' 
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fhc garter, I mirft beg leave to give feim 
the concluding part of- the ptefent conver- 
fetiom 

«• AH that I know of the matter,,* cried 
Mifs Skcgg^ * is jchb,. that Jt may be tr«e» 
'^ or it may not be true : but this I cai> 

• affure yofyr Ladyflap, th^t tjbc whole 
^ roiit was m amaze ; his Lordihip turned 
•^ all* manner of colours, my lady fell into 

• a found v but Sir Tomkyn, drawing his 

• fword, fwore he was hers to the laft drop 
f of his bk)od/ 

f Well,* replied our peerefs, « this Icaa 
*' fay, that the Dutchefs never told me a 

• fyllable of the matter^ and I believe her 
f Gn:ce would keep nothing a fecret from 

• me. This you may depend on as faft, 

• that the next morning my Lord Duke 

• cried out three times to hij valet de 

• chambre, Jernigan, Jeraigan, Jernigan, 
5 bring me my garters,- , 

But previpufly I fhould have mcn^^ 
tiojied the very impolite behaviour of Mn> 

4 5^^: 
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BurchcU, who, during thjs difcourfe, . fate 
with his face turned to the firc^ and at 
the conclufion of every fcntcnce would 
cry out fudge^ an exprcflion which dif- 
pleafed us all, and in fome meafure damped 
the rifing fpirit of the converfation. 

* Befides, my dear Skeggs/ continued 
our Peerels, * there is nothing of this in 

• the copy of verfes that Dr. Burdock made 

• upon the occafion.' Fudge J 

* I am furprifed at that,* cried Mili 
Skeggs > * for he feldom leaves any thing 

* out, as he writes only for his own amufe- 

* ment. But can your Ladyfliip favour 

• pie with a fight of them ?' Fudge 1 ^ 

* My dear creature,* replied our peer- 
efs, * do you think I carry fuch things 
« about me ? Though they are very fine 

* to be fure, and I think myfclf fome- 
^ thing of a judge -, at lead I know what 
I pleafcs myfelf. Indeed I was ever an 

* ad^ 
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* admirer of all Dr. Burdock's little pieces; 
' for except what he does, and our dear 

* Countefs at Hanover-fquare, there's no* 
^ thing comes out but the mod lowed ftufF 

< in nature ; not a bit of high life among 

* them.* Fudge ! 

* Your Ladylhip fliould except,* fays 
t'other, * your own things in the Lady's 
*. Magazine. I hope you'll fay there's no- 
^ thing low lived there ? But I fuppofe wc 

* are to have no more from that quarter ?* 
Fudge ! 

« Why, my dear,* fays the Lady, * you 

* know my reader and companion has left 

* me to be married to Captain Roach, and 

* as my poor eyes won't fuffer me to write 

* myfelf, I have been for fome time 

* looking out for another. A proper 

< perfon is no eafy matter to find, and 
' to be fure thirty pounds a year is a 

* fmall ftipend for a well bred girl of cha- 
^ rader, that can read, write, and behave 

* in 
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«' in Company ; as for the chits about towir,^ 

* there k no bearing them about one.*' 
Fudge f 

' That I know>* cried Mifs Skcggs,. 

* by experience. For of the three com- 
' panions I had this laft half year, one of 

* theni refufed to ck) plain- work- an hour 

* in the day, another thought twenty-five 
' guineas a year tojo fmall a falary, and 

* I was obliged to fend away the thirds 
•- becaufe I fofpedled aa intrigue with the 

* chaplain. Virtue, my dear Lady Blar- 

* ney, virtue is worth any price; bqt 

* where is that ta be found. '^^ Fudge! 

My wife had been for a long time alF 
attention ta thi^ difcourfe •, but was parti-' 
cularly ftruck with the latter part of it. 
Thirty pounds and twenty-five guineas a. 
year made fifty-fix pounds five (hillings 
Englifh money, all which was in a man- 
ner going a begging, and might eafily be 
fecured^ in the family. She for a moment 
ftudied my looks for approbation j and, 

to 
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to own a truth, I was of c^inion, that 
two fuch places would fk our two daugh*^ 
ters exaftly. Defides, if the 'Squire had: 
any real afFe6tion for my eldeft daughter^ 
this would be the way to tnakc her every 
way qualified for her fortune* My wife 
therefore was rclblved that we. fhould not 
be deprived of fuch advantages for want 
of alTuraace, and undertook to harangue 
for the family. * I hope,* cried ihe, 

• your Lady (hips will pardon my prcfcnt 

* prefumption. It is true we have nOM 

* right to pretend to fach favours ^ but 
' yet it is natural for me to wi(h putting 

* my children forward in the world. And 

♦ I wtU be bold to fay my two girls have^ 

♦ had a pretty good educationi and capa-4 

♦ city, at,leaft the .country can't fliew bet- 

• ter. They can rdad^ write, and call ac- 

* compts ; they underftand (heir needle;. 
« breadftitch, crofs and change, and all 

* manner of plain-work ; they can pink, 

• point, and frill -, and know fomething 
•of mufic -,. they can do up fmall doaths, 
5 work upon catgut ;; my eldeft ca^ cue 

' paper,- 
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« paper, and my youngeft has a very 

* pretty manner of telling fortunes upon 

* the cards/ Fudge ! 

When (he had delivered tWs- pretty 
piece of eloquence, the two ladies looked 
at each other a few minutes in filence, 
with an air of doubt and importance. At 
laft Mifs Carolina Wilelmina Amelia 
Skeggs cohdefcended to obierve, that the 
young ladies, from the opinion jfhecould 
form of them from fo flight an acquaint- 
ance, feemed very fit for fuch employ- 
ments : < But a thing of this kind. Ma* 

* dam,* cried Ihe, addrefling my fpouie^ 

* requires a thorough examination into 

* characters, and .a more perfeft know- 

* ledge of each other. Not, Madam,* 
continued (he, * that I in the leaft fuipedt 

* the young ladies virtue, prudence and 

* difcretion \ but there is a form m thefe 
\ things. Madam, there is a fbrn^.' 

My wife approved her fufpicions very 
much, obfcrving that flic was very apt to 

be 
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be fulpicious herfelfj'^but referred her to 
all the neighbours for a characler: but 
this our Pcerels declined as unneceflary, 
alledging that our coufin Thornhill's re- 
commendation would be fufficient^ and 
upon this we relied our petition. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, XIL ■ 

'Fortune feems refolved to humble . the fa* 
mily of Wakefield. Mortifications arc 
often more painful than real calamities. 

WH E N we were returned home, the 
night was dedicated to fchemes oif 
future conqueft. Deborah exerted much 
fagacity in conjefturing which of the two 
girls was likely to have the beft place, and 
mod opportunities of feeing good compa- 
.ny. The only obftacle to our preferment 
was in bbtaining the 'Squire's recommen- 
dation 5 but he had already (hewn us too 
many inftances of his friendfhip to doubt 
of it now. Even in bed my wife kept up 
ihe ufual theme : ^ Well, faith, my dear 

• 

• Charles, between ourfelves, I think we 
** have made an excellent day's work of 

* it/ * Pretty well,* cried I, not know- 
ing what to fay.^; ^^ What onfv jiretty 

^ Well !' rfcturned Ae. * I thiifek it is -very 

- * well 
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well. Snppofe the girls ibould come to 
make acquaintances of tafle in town ! 
This I am aflured of, that London is 
the only place in the world for all man* 
ner of hufbands. . Befides, my ' dear, 
ftrangcr things happen every day : and 
as ladies of quality are fo taken with 
my daughters, what will not men of 
quality be ! Entre nous, I proteft I like 
my Lady Blarney vaftly, fo very oblig- 
ing. However, Mife Carolina Wilelmi- 
na Skeggs has my warm heart. But yet, 
when they came to talk of places in town, 
you faw at once how I nailed them. Tell 
me, my dear, don't you think I did for 
my .children there?'— — * Ay,' returned 
I, not knowing well what to think of 
the matter, * heaven grant they may be 

* both the better for it this day three 

* months !* This was one of thofe obfer- 
vations I ufually made to imprefs my wife 
with an opinion of my fagacity 5 for if the 
girls fucceed, then it wa% a pious wifh 
fulfilled i but if any thing unfortunate en- 
fued, thi^n it might be looked upon as a 

5 ?^9z 
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prophecy. All this convcrfation, how- 
ever, wae only preparatorjt to another 
fcheme, and indeed I . dreaded as much. 
This was nothing lefs than, that as wc 
were now to hold up our heads a little 
higher in the worid; ic woiild be proper 
to fdl the Colti which was grown old, at 
a* neigh&)ouHng fair, and b\iy usr an hotfe 
that would carry fingle or double upon an 
DCGadon, and make a pretty appearance 
at church or upon a vifit. This at firft 
I oppofed ftoutiy; but it was as ftoutly 
defended. However, as I weakened, my 
afttagonifts gained ftrength, till at laft ic 
was rdfolved to part with him. 

. As: the faii< happcne(J on' the following 

day,^ i hari intentions- of going myfelf; 

but my wife pei^fbaded me that t had got 

' a»€»ld, and nothing could' prevail upon 

her to permit me from home. ^ No, my 
« . dear,' laid- fhe, ^ our fon Mofes is a 

* t dHcrect boy, and* can buy and fell to 

• very good advatntage ; you' know all 
f our great bargains are of his purchaf* 

ToL. I. F ing; 
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^ fng. He always ftands out and higgles, 

* and adually tires them till he gets a 

* bargain.' ^ 

As I had fome opinion of 'my ion's pru- 
dence, I was willing enough to entruft 
him with this commiflion ^ and the next 
morning I perceived his fifters mighty 
bufy in fitting out Mofes for the fair; 
trimming his hair, bruihing his buckles, 
and cocking his hat with pins. The bu- 
finefs of the toilet being over, we had at 
Jaft the fatisfadion of feeing him mount- 
ed upon the Colt, with a deal box before 
him to bring home groceries in. He had 
on a coat made of that cloth they call 
diunder and lightning, which, though 
grown too ihort, was much too good, to 
be thrown away. His waiftcoat was of 
gofling green, and his fillers had tied his 
hair with a broad black ribband. We all 
followed him feveral paces from the door, 
bawling after him. Good luck, good luck, 
^ ttill we could fee him no longer. 



He 
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He was Icarce gone, when Mr. Thorn- 
hill'S butler came to congratulate us upon 
our good, fortune, faying that he over- 
heard his young mafter mention our names 
with great commendation* 

Good fortune fcemed refolved not to 
come alone. Another footman from the 
fame family followed, with a card for my 
daughters, importing, that the two ladies 
had received fuch pleafing accounts from 
Mr. Thornhill of us all, that after a few * 
previous enquiries, they hoped to be per- 
fcaiy fatisfied. ' Ay,' cried my wife, * I 

* now fee it is no eafy matter to get into 

* the families of the great; but when 
^ one once gets in, then, as Mofes fays, 

* one may go flecp/ To this piece of hu- 
mour, for fhe'' intended it for wit, my 
daughters affen ted with a loud laugh of 
pleafure. In fhort, fuch was her fatisfac- 
tion at this meflage„ that ihe adually put 
her hand in her pocket, and gave the mef> 
fcnger feven pence halfpenny. 

F 2 This 
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t 

This was to be our vifiting-day; The 
next that cairne was Mn Burchell, who 
had been at the fain He brought mjr 
little ones a pennyworth of gingerbread 
each, which my wife undertt)ok to keep 
for them, and give them by letters at a 
time. He brought my daughters alfo a 
couple of boxes, in which tbey might 
keep wafers, fnufF, patches, or evea 
. money, when they got it. My wife was 
ufually fond of a weefeUjQcin purfe» .as 
Ijeing the moft lucky ; but this by the bye. 
"We had. ftill a regard for Mr. Burchell, 
though his^ late rjiide behaviour was in 
feme meafiire difpleafing v nor could we- 
now avoid! communicating our bappinefs 
to him,, and afking his advice : although 
we feWom followed advice, we were all- 
ready enough to a(k it. When he read 
the note from the two ladies^ he fliook his 
head, and obferved that an affair of thu 
fort demanded the utmofi; circum^c- 
ttom~«— This air of diffidence highly difr 
pleafed my wife. ^ ' I never doubted, 
* Sir,' cried flie, ' your readinefs to be 

■ • * againft 
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againft my daughters and mc. Yo« 
• have more circumfpeftion than is want- 
ed. However, I fancy when- we come 
to aflc advice, >ve fhall apply to perfons 
who feem to have made ufe of it them- 
felvcs*' — — * Whatever my own con- 
duft may have been. Madam,' replied 
he, * is :not the prefent. queftion ; though 
as I hav« made no ufe of advice myfelf, 
I fbould in confcience give it to thofe 

that will.' As I was apprchenfive 

this anfwer might draw on a repartee, 
m^kirig vp by abufe; what it wanted in 
wit, I, tihanged the fial^ijeft, by fceming to 
•wonder what could keep ofur fon fo long: 
at the fair, as it Wafe dow alfwoft night- 
fall. -* Never mind our fpn,' cried my 

wife, Vdqjend upon it he knows what he 

* b about; I'll warrant we'll never fee 

* him fdl his ben of a rainy day. I have 
^ feeniiim buy iiiich bargains as would 

* amaze one. ^ I'd tell you z, good ftory 

* about that, that will make you fplit your 
.* -fides .with laughingr*— — But as I live, 

F 3 . ' yonder 
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* yonder comes Mofes, without an horie, 

* and the box at his back/ 

As (he fpoke, Mofes came flowly on 
foot, and fweating under the deal box, 
which he had ftrapt round his ihoulders 
like a pedlar. — — * Welcome, welcome, 

* Mofes ; well, my boy, what have you 

* brought us from the fair ?'——* I have 

* brought you myfclf,* cried Mofes, with 
a (ly look, and reding the box on the 
drefler.—— — * Ay, Mofes,* xried my wife, 

* that we know, but where is the horfc ?* 

* I have fold him,* cried Mofes, ' for 

^ three pounds five {hillings and two- 

* pence.*——* Well done, my good boy,* 
returned (he, ' I knew you would touch 

* them off. Between ourfelves, three 
' pounds five (hillings and two-pence is 

* no bad day's work. Come let us have 

' it then.' ' I have brought back no 

' money,* cried Mofes again. * I have 

* laid it all out in a bargain, and here h: 

* is,' pulling out a bundle from his bread: 

* here 
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« here they arc -, a groce of green fpcc- 
« tacles, with filver rims and fhagrccn 

* cafes/ — ' A groce of green fpeftacles P 
repeated my wife in a faint voice. • And 

* you have parted "with the Colt, and 
^ brought us back nothing but a groce of 

* green paltry fpeftacles !*— * Dear mo- 

* ther,* cried the boy, * why won't you 
^ liften-to reafon? I had them a dead 

* bargain^ or I ihould not have bought 

* them. The filver rims alone will fell 

* for double the money.*——* A fig for 

* the filver rims,- cried my wife, in a paf- 
fion : * I dare fwcar they won't fell for 

* above half the money at the fate of 

* broken filver, five (hillings an ounce.*— 

* You need be under no uneafinefs,* cried 
I, * about felling the rims 5 for they arc 
« not worth fix-pence, for I perceive they 

* are only copper varniftied over.'—* What»* 
cried my wife, ' not filver, the rims not 

* filver!' ' No^' c^iedl, * no more filver 

* than your fauce-pan.' * And fo,' re- 
turned Ihe, * we have parted with the Colt, 

F 4 * and 
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' and have only got a grocc of gf€cn 

* Ipeftacles, -with copper r'rnis and flia- 

* green cafes! A niurraia take fuch 
^ trumpery. Tbc ^Wockhcad has b^cii 
^ impofed upoii, and ihould have known 

* his company better.' — tt-« There,. my 

* dear/ cried I, * you are wrong, he 

* ihould not hMve known thenijat ail.^-^ 
^ Marry, hang the idiot,' returned flie> 
' to bring me fuch ftufF; if I had them, I 

* would throw them in the fire/ * There 
' again you s^e wrong, my dear,^ cried 
I ; 'for though they be . ^copper, we will 

* keep them by us; as copper j^edades^ 
♦you know, are bettjer than nothing/ " 

By this time the unfortunate Moles was 
undeceived. He.now faw that be hadia- 
deed been irnpoicd upon by a prowling 
iharper, wiio, obferving his figure, bad 
marked him for an eafy prey. I therefore; 
's{ked the circumft^^nces of his deception. 
He fold, the horfe,' it.feems, and walked 
the fair in fearch of another. A reverend, 
looking man brought him to a tent, under 

prctenqe 
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pretence of having one to fell. * Here,* 
continued Mofes, * we met another ixian, 

* very well dreft, who defired to borrow 

* twenty pounds upon thefe, faying, that 

* he wanted money, and would difpofe of - 
•them for a third of the value. The 

* firft gentleman, who pretended to^bc 

* my friend, whifpered me to buy them, 

* and cautioned me not to let fo good an < 

* offer pafs. I fent for Mr. Flamborough, . 

* and they talked him up as finely as they 

* did me, .and fo at laft we were perfuaded-i 

* to buy the two grocc between us/ 
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CHAP, XIIJ. 

Mr, Burchell is. found to be an enemy ;i 
for he has the confidence to give dif- 
iagreeable advice. 

OUR family had now made feveral 
attempts to be fine ; but fome unfore- 
ieen difafter demolifhed each as foon as 
projefted*. I endeavoured to take the 
advantage of every difappointment, to 
improve their gpod fenfe in proportion as 
they were fruitrated in ambition. ^ You 

* fee, my children/ cried I, ^ how little 
^ is to. be got by attempts to impofe upon 

* the world, in coping with our betters. 
^ Stich. as are poor and will affociate with 
*• none but the rich,, are hated by thofe 
> they avoid, and defpifed by thofe they 
^ follow;. Unequal combinations are al- 

* ways difadvantageous to the weaker 
^ fide: the rich having the pleafure, and 
^ the- poor the inconveniencies that refult 

F d from^ 
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[ ' from them. But eome, I>ick, my boy,. 

* and repeat the fable you were read- 

* ing today, for the good of the cpm^ 

* pany.* 

' Once upon a tiirie,' cried the ckild^ 

* a Giaat and a Dwarf were friends, and 

* kept togerher. They made a bargain 

* that they wottid never fpi'fake each oChef^ 

* b[Ut go feek adventures. The firft batrie 

m 

* they fought was wkh two Saracens, and 

* the Owarf, who- was very courageo^i3%^ 

* dealt one of die champions a nidft angry 

* blow. It did the Saracen but very fittle 

* injdry, who lifting up his :6vord, fairly 
, ' ftruck off the poor DwarPs arm. He was 

* now in a woeful plight; but the Giant 

* -coming to his ailiftanee, in a fliort time 
"^ kft the two Saracens dead on the plain,. 
*' and the Dwarf cut off the dead man^s 
^ head out of fpite. They then travelled 

* on to another adventure. This was 
^ againft three bloody-minded Satyrs, whb 

' * were carrying away a damfet in drftrels^ 
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The i>warf was' not qdkc fo fierce nolv*^ 
as beibre ; but 6ar all« that, ftruck the 
frft blo^^ vbioh was returned bjr an- 
other, that knocked out his eye: but 
the giaot was foon up with them, and 
had thef not fled, woukl certainly hav^ 
killed thehi : every oiic* They were a4I^ 
very joyful for this vi(9:ory, and the 
datnfel who was relieved feliin love with 
the Giant, and married him. They 
« now tt-avelled far, and farther than I cart 
^ tell, till they met with a company of 

* robbers* The Gianc, fii>r the firft time, 

* was foremoft isow; but the Dvcvf 
^ wa& not far behind. The battle was 

* ftouG- and kw>g. Wherever the Giant 

* came all fell before him v but the:Dwarf 
. * had tike to halre been killeid more than 

* once* At h& the : vitftory declared for 

* the two adventurers; but the Dwarf 
. ♦ loft his leg* The Dwarf had now loft 

* an arm, a leg» and an cye^ while the 
. *• /Giant was without a fmgk wound Upor* 
. ^ which he died out to his Ikde cotnpa* 

^ nioit) My little heroe, this is glorbus 

^^fport;, 
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« fport ; let us get one victory more, and 
' then we fliali hkve honour fpr cV er. No, 
^ cries the Dwarf, who was by this time 

* grown wifer, no, IdecIaseofF; I'll fight 

* no more : for I find in every battle, that 

* yoa get all the honour and rewards, but 
^ « all the blows fall upon me.* 

I w^ks gping to n^oraliz^ this fable, whea 
our attention was called off* to a warm dii^ 
pute between my wife and Mr, BurcheU, 
upon my daughters intended expedition to 
town. My wife very ftrdnuoufly infifted 
upon the advantages that would refult 
from it. Mr. BurcheU, on the contrary, 
difluaded her with great ardor, and I flood 
neuter. His prefent difTuafions feemed 
but the fecond part of tbofe wtich were 
i5eceived with fo ill a grace in the morn- 
ing. The difpute grew high, while poor 
Deborah, inflead of, reafoning flronger, 
talked louder, and. ^t laft. was obliged to 
take fheker from a defeat in clamour. 
The conclufion of her harangue, however, 
was highly difpleafutg to us all : fhe 

knew,. 
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knew, ihe faid, of fome who had their 
own fccret reafons for what they adviled; 
but» for her part, ihe wished foch tp fl'ay 
away from her houfe for the future. — — 

* Madam^ cried Burchell, wkh looks of 
great compofure^ which tended to en* 
flame her the more, * as for fecret rea- 

* fons, you are right i I have fecret rea- 

* fons, whicb I forbear to mention, be- 
^ caule y(Hi are not able to anfwer thofe 
^ of which I make no fecret : but I find 

* my vifits here arc become troublefome*; 
« ril take my leave therefore now, and 
^ perhaps come once more to take a final 
^ farewel whea I am quitting the coun- 

* try.* 'Thus faying, he took up his hat, 
nor could the attempts of Sophia, whofe 
looks feemed to upbraid his precipitancy, 
prevent his goings 

When goncj we aft regarded* each other 
for fome minutes with confufion. My 
wife, who knew herfelf to be the caufe, 
ftrove to hide her concern, with, a forced 
fmile, and an air of affurance, which I 
2 was; 
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was wilfing to reprove : * Ho^, wJinafs*^ 
cried I to ber, « is it thm we treat ftran- 

• g^rs ? Is^ k tbtw we return their kind- 
« ne&? Be aflured, my dear, that thde 

* were the harflurfl: words, and to me the 
< moft Tinpleafing that ever eicaped your 

-«^ Jips!'-^* Why would he provoke me 

♦ dien ?* replied Ibe^ / but I know the 

• motives erf his advice perfeftly well. 

* He would prevent my girls from gcMng 

* to town, that he may have the plealure 
:* of my youngeft daughter's company 

• here at home; But^ whatever Happens, 
« Ae fliali chufe better company than 

♦ fuch low-lived felk)Ws as he.'- — • Low- 
« -lived, my dear, do you call him ? * cried 
1 ; * it is very poffiblc we may miftake 
«:thi8 man's charader: for he feemstipoti 
^ fome occafions the moft finiihed geiv 

* tleman I ever knew.- Tell me, So- 

'* phia, my girl, has he ever given you. 
^ any iecret instances of his attacb- 

• OTcnt-?'-i-> His com^o-fation widi me, 
^:Sic/ replied my daughter, * has ever 

* bcea 
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been fenfible, modeft, and plealing. As 
to aught elfe, no, never. Once indeed, 
I remember to -have heaprd him fay he 
never kn^w a woman who could find nr)e- 
rk m a man that feemed poor.' * Such, 
my dear,* cried I, * is the cpmmon caht 
of all the unfortunate or idle. But I 
hope you have been taught to judge pro- 
perly of fuch men, and that it would be 
even madnefs to expeft happinefs from 
one who h^s been fo very bad an cecor 
nomift of his own. Your mother and I 
have now better profpedls for you. The 
next winter,^ which you will probably 
fpend in town, will give you opportu- 
^ nities of xiuking a more prudent choice.*" 

What Sophia's reflexions were upon 
this occafion, I cannot pretend to deter-, 
mine v but I was not difpleafed at the bot- 
tom that we were rid of a gueft from 
whom I had much to fean Our breach of 
hofpitality went to my confcience a little : 
but I quickly filenced that monitor by two 
or three fpecious reafqns, which ferved to , 

. fatisfj^ 
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fatisfy and reconcile me to myfelf. The 
pain which confciencc gives the man who 
has already done wrong, is foon got ovcf, 
Confcience is a coward^ and thofe faults 
it has not ftrength enough to prevent, k 
feldom has jullice enough to accufe. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

•m 
m 

FreQi mortifications, or a demonftration 
that ieeming calamities may be real 
bleffings. 

TH E journey of my daughters to 
town was now rcfolved upon, Mr; 
Thornhill having kindly promifed to iiv» 
fpcft their conduft himfelf, and inform 
us by letter of their behaviour. But k 
was thought Indifpcnfabiy neccffary that 
their appearance fhould equal the great- 
ncfs of their expeftations, which could 
not be done without expence. We de- 
bated therefore in full council what were 
the eafieft methods of railing rtioney^ pr^ 
more properly fpeaking, what we could 
moft conveniently fell. The deliberation 
was fbon finifhed ; it was found that our 
remaining horfe was utterly ufelefs for the 
plow, without his companion, and equally 

unfit 
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unfit for the road, as wanting an eye -, it 

m€tB therefore determined that we ihould 

difpofc -of him for the purpofes above* 

mentioned, at the neighbouring fair, and, 

to prevent impofition, that I fliould go 

with him myfelf. Though this was one of 

the firft mercantile tranfaSions of my 

life, yet I had no doubt about acquitting 

myfelf with reputation. The opinion a 

tinan forms of his own prudence is mea- 

4ured by that of the connpany he keeps 5 

•and as mine was moftly in the family way, 

I had cottceiv«d no unfavourable iemi- 

«ient8 of my worldly wifdonv My wife, 

liowever, next tiKDrning, at parting, after 

i liad got fome paces from the door, called . 

^ncback, to advife me, in a whifper, to. 

iiave all my eyes about me. 

% 
Ihad, Jn the ufual forms, when I canK 

to the fair, put my horfe through all his 

paces i but for fome time had no bidders. . 

At laft a chapman approached, and, after 

he had for a good vfhik CKamined the horfe 

round) finding him blind of one eye, he 

, would i 
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mould have nothing to fay to him: a 
.fecond came up ; but obiecviAg he had a. 
-fpavin,. declared he would not take him 
for the driving home : a third perceived 
he had a windgall^ and would bid na 
money : a fourth knew by his eye that he 
had the boicta^: a fifth wondered what ar 
plague I could do at the fair widi the biind»a 
fpavined, galled hack, that was only fie 
to be cut up for a dog kenneL By this^ 
time I began tb have a mo& hearty con^- 
tempt foi> the poor animal myfelf, and was 
almoft afliamed at the approach of every 
cuftomer; for though I did not entirely 
believe all the fellows told me ; yet I rc^ 
flcifled that the number of wttneffes was a 
ftrong prefomption they were right, and 
St. Gregory upo^ good- works, profeifes 
himfelf to be of the fame opinion. 

I was in this mortifying fituation, when' 
a brother clergyman^' ao old acquaintance, 
who had klh bufineffs tf> the fair, <same 
upf and fhakingme by the hand^ propofed 
adjourning to a public-home and taking 

a glafs 



X42 THE VICAR OF 

a glafs of whatever we could get. I 
jaeadily doled with the o(fer» and entering 
an ale-houfey we were fhewn into a little 
back room, where there was only a vene- 
rable old man, who fat wholly intent over 
a large book, which he was reading. I 
never in my life faw a figure that prepof- 
fefled me more favourably. His locks 
of filver grey . venerably Ikaded his tem- 
ples, and his green old age feemed to be 
tJic refult of health and bencyolence. 
However his prefence did not interrupt 
our converfation i my friepd and I dil^ 
courfed on the various turns of fortune 
we had met : the Whiftonian controverfy, 
ipy laA pamphlet, the archdeacon's reply, 
^d the hard meafure that was dealt me. 
But our attention was in a (hort time taken 
off by the appearance of a youth, who, 
entering the room, refpeftfully faid fome- 
thing foftly to the old ftr^nger. * Make 
« no apologies, my child,' faid the old 
man *, ^ to do good is a duty we owe to 
Vail our fellow creatures: take this, I 
♦_ wifh it were more^ but five i ounds will 
. « re- 
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* relieve your diftrcfs, and you are wel- 

* come.' The modeft youth (hed tears 
of gratitude, and yet his gratitude was 
fcarce equal to mitie. I could have hug- 
ged the - good old man in my arms, his 
benevolence pleafed me To. He continued 
to read, and we refumed our convcrfatipn, 
until my companion, after fome time, 
recolleding that he had bufinefs to tranf- 
Z&, in the fair, promifed to be foon back ; 
adding, that he always delired to have as 
much of Dr. Primrofe*s company as pof- 
fible. The old gentleman, hearing my 
n^me mentioned, feemed to look at me 
with attention, for fome time, and when ^ 
my friend was gone, moft rcfpeftfuU]j^^j; 
demanded if I was any way related to t)^ ' 
great Primrofe^ that courageous monoga- . 
mtft, who had been the bulwark of the 
church. Never did my heart feel fincerer 
rapture than at that moment. * Sir,' 
crkd I, ^ the applaufe of fo good a man, 

^ as I am fure you are, adds to that hap- 
* plneis in my breaft which your benevo- 
^ lence h4S already excited You behold 

* before 
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before you. Sir, that Do6fcor Primrofe, 
the monognmifty whom you have been 
pleafed to call gncal. You here fee thtt 
unfbrtuoate Divine^ who haS' & longy 
and k would ill become me to fay fuc* 
cefsfully, fought againft the deotcm*' 
gamy of the agp.* . * Sir,* cried the 

ftrangcp, flrruck with awe, ^ I fear X have 
been too/amiliar^ but you^U fer^ve m^ 
Guriofity, Sir : I beg pardon/ ' Sir^' 

cried I, g^afpiaghis hand, ^ you are; fe&r 
from difpleafing me by your familiarity^ 
that I muft beg you'll accept my friend-^ 
Ihip, as you t already have my efteera/ 
^ Then- with gratitude I accept 



the offer,' cried he, fqueezing me by 
the hwd> ' thou g}ariou&' pillar of un- 

ihaken orthodoxy ; md . do I behQld'ii««-» 
Lhare interrupted what he wtiSigobg^to 
fay i for though, as an author^ I, could 
digeft no foiaU fhare of flattery, yet now 
my fAode% would permit no' mov^i-^ 
However^ m tovers^ in oqrnance eveii ee- ' 
memed) a mord iriflantaneous fioeifAhl^. t 
We talked upon' iieveral lubjadts^: a^ firft, * 

S vl 
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I bought he fecmcd rather devoat Aan 
learned, and began to think he defpifed 
all human dodbrines as drofi. Yet this no 
way leiS^ed him in my efteem : for J had 
!for ibme time begun privately to harboar 
Aich an opinion myfelf. I therefore took 
occafic^ to obfdrvcf, that the world in 
^aeral began to be blameably indifierenc 
as to dodrind matters, and followed hu- 
man {peculations too much—* Ay, Sir,' re- 
plied he, as '^ he had refer ved all his 
learning to that momenti * Ay, Sir, the 

* world is in its dotage, and yet the cof- 
^ mogony or creadon of the world has 

* puzzled philosophers of all ages. What' 
^ a medley of opinions hare diey not 
^ broached up<m the cteation of the 

* world? Sanconiathon, Manedx), Bero- 

* fus, and Ocellus Lucwm, have aU at- 
^ tended it in vain. The latter has tfaefe 
^ words, Anarcbon. ara kai atelutahn tta 

* pan^ which imply that, all things have 
< neither beginning nor etid. Manetho 

* alfo, who lived about the time of Ne- 
YoL* 1. G * buchadoQf 
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-^ buchadon-Aflcr, Afler being a Syriac 
< word ufually at|>plied as a firnaine to the 

* kings of that country, as Teglat Phael- 

* Afler, Nabon- Afler, he, I fay, formed 
^ a conjecture equally abfurd ; for as we 

* ufually fay, ek to biblion Jctd^emetes^ 

* which implies that books will never 

* teach the world \ fo he attempted to in- 

* veftigate.'— But, Sir, I afk pardon, I 

* am ftraying from the queftion.'— ^-— 
That he acluaUy was \ nor could I for my 
ilife fee how the creation of the world had 
a^y thing ^m dp. with the buflnefs I was 

il^lking.of; but it tvas fufiBcient to Ihew 
* :<|t|^ that he was a man of letters, and I 
"fiow reverenced him the more, I was re- 
.Ibived therefore to rbringhini to the touch- 
ftone ; but he was too mild and too gentle 
to contend for viftory. ^Whenever I made 
any obfervatibn that looked like a chal- 
lenge to cohtroverfy, he would fmile, 
fliake his head, and fay nothing ; by which 
J underftood he could fay much, if he 
•thought proper* The fubjcft therefore 
4nien(ibly changed from the bufmefs of an- 
tiquity 
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tiquity to that which brought us both to 
the.fair ; mine I told him was to fell an 
horie, and very luckily, indeed, his was 
to buy one for one of his tenants. My 
horfe was foon produced, and in fine we 
ftruck a bargain. Nothing now remained 
but to pay me, and he accordingly pulled 
out a thirty pound note,, and bid me 
^change it. Not being in a capacity of 
complying with his demand, he ordered 
his footman to be called up, who made 
his appearance in a very genteel livery. 

* Here, Abraham,* cried he, *go and 

* get gold for this ; you'll do it at neigh- 

* bour . Jackfon's, or any where/ While 
the fellow was gone, he entertained me 
with a pathetic harangue on the great 
fcarcity of filver, which I undertook to 
improve, by deploring alfo the great fcar- 
city of gold 5 fo that by the time Abra- 
ham returned, we had both agreed that 
money was never fo hard to be come at as 
now. Abraham returned to inform us> 
that he had been over the whole fair and 
could not get change, though he had of. 

G 2 ferej 



S4S THE VICAR OF 

fcrcd half a crown for doing it. This was 
A very gre^t difapppiniment to us all ; but 
the old gentleman hairirig paufed a little* 
aiked me if I knew one Solomon Flam* 
J3orough in my |>art of thie cotintry : upoa 
Mplying that he was my next door neigh- 
l>our, * If that be the cafe rficn,' f-ecorncd 
jhe, M believe we fhall deal. You Iban 
^ have a draught upon him,' payable ac 
'^ fight I and Jet me tell you he is as warm a: 

* man as any within five miles round him. 
^ Honeft Solomon and I have been ac- 
^ quaintefd for many years together* I 

* remember I always beat him at three 

* jumps ; but he could hop upon one leg 
•* farther than L* A draught upon my 
neighbour was to me the fame as moneys 
ibr I was fufficiently convinced of his 
ability *, the draught was figned and put 
"into my hands, and Mr. Jenkinfon, the 
^Id gentleman, his man Abraham, and 
my horfe, old Blackberry, trotted off very 
well pleafed with each other. 

After 
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After a fliort interva], being left to re- 
flexion,^ I began to recolle6fc that I had 
done wrong, in taking a draught ftom a 
ftrangcr, and fo prudently refolved upoa 
following the purchafo:, and having bactc 
my horfe. But this was now too late : I 
therefore nlade difeftljr homewards/ re- 
folving to get the draught changed intO^ 
money at my friend's as faft as poffible. 
I, found my honeft neighbour fnK>aking his 
pipe at his own door, and informing him 
that I had a fmall bill upon him, he read 
it twice over. • You can read the name, 
« I fuppofe,*^* cried I, * Ephraim'jenkin- 

* fon.' * Yes,* returned he, * the name is 

* written plain enough,^and I know the 

* gentleman too, the greateft rafcal under 

* the canopy of heaven. This is the very 

* feme rogue who fold ijs the fpeftacles. 
*. Was he not a venerable Ictokirtg jnan, 
« with grey hair, and no flaps -to* hls^ 

* pocket-holes? And did he not talk 

* a long ftring of learning about Greek, 

* and cofmogony, and the world ?' To- 
this I replied with a groan. * Aye,* 

G 3 con« 
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continued he, * he has but that erie pkcc 

* of learning in the world, and he always 
^ talks it away whenever he finds a fcbolar 

* in company : but I know the rogue, and 

* will catch him yet.' 

Though I was already fufficiently mor- 
tified, my greateft ftrugglc was to come, 
in facing my wife and daughters. No tru- 
ant was ever more afraid of returning to 
fchool, there to behold the mailer's vifage, 
than I was of going home. I was deter- 
mined, however, to anticipate their fury, 
by firft falling into a paffion myfelf. 



But, alas, upon entering, I found the 
family no. way difpofed for battle. My 
"^ife and girls were all in tears, Mr. Thorn- 
hill having been there that day to inform 
them, that their journey to town was en- 
tirely over. The two ladies having heard 
reports of us from fome malicious perfon 
about us, were that day fet out for London^ 
He could neither difcover the tendency, 
rior the author of jthefe, but whatever 

they 
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they might be, or whoever might have 
broached them, he continued to affure pur 
family of his frienddiip and protedion; 
I found, therefore, that they bore my dif- 
appointmenc with great refignation, as it 
was eclipfed in the greatnefs of their own. 
But whac perplexed us moft was to think 
who could be fo baie as to afperfe the 
Ghara£ler of a family fd harmlefs as ours, 
too humble to excite envy, and too inr 
ofFenfive to create difguft. 



*, 
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CHAR XT. 

All Mr. Biircheirs villainy at ornce d^-^ 
teAed. The folly of being over-wife. 

THAT evening and part of the fol- 
lowing day was employed in fruitlcls 
attempts to difcover our enemies : fcarce a 
family in the neighbourhood but incurred 
our fufpicions, and each of us had reafons 
for our opinion beft> known to ourfdves. 
As we were in this perplexity, one of our 
little boys, >Vho had been playing abroad,, 
brought in a letter-cafe, which he found oa 
the green. It was quickly known to be- 
long to Mn Burchell, with whom it had' 
been ^ feen, and upon - examination, con- 
tained fome hints upon different fubjeds; 
bdr what parricularly engaged our atten- 
tion, was a fealed note, fuperfcribed, the' 
copy of a letter to be fent to the ladies at 
^Jbornbillrcajile. It inftantly occurred that 

_ G 5 he 



/ 



154 THE VICAR OF 

he was the bafe informer, and wc delibe- 
rated whether the note (hould not be broke 
open. I was againft it ; but Sophia, who 
faid flie was fure that of all men he would 
be the lad to be guilty of fo much bafe- 
nefs, infilled upon its being read. In this 
flie was feconded by the reft Y>f the family, 
and, at their joint folicitation, I read as 
follows-; 



* Laoies, 

^pHE bearer will fufficiently fati&fy 
you as to the pcrfon from whom this 
comes : one at leaft the friend of inno- 
cence, and ready t;o prevent its being 
feduced, Fam informed for a truth, 
that you have fome intention of bring- 
ing two young ladies to town, whom I 
have fome knowledge of, under the cha- 
racter of companions. As I would nei- 
ther have fimplicity impofed upon, nor 
virtue contaminated, I muft offer it as my 
opinion^ that the impropriety of fuch a 
ftep will be attended with dangerous 

* con- 
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*^*confequences. It has never been my« 
*^way to treat the infamous or the lewd • 

* with fe verity ; . nor (hould I now have • 
^ taken this method of explaining my- 

* fclf, or reproving folly, did it not aim ac ' 
*• guilt. Take therefore the admonition 

* of a friend, . and ferioufly refledt on the > 

* * confcquences of introducing infamy and' 

* vice into retreats where peace and inno- - 
' - ccnce have hitheno rcfided/. 

ft 

Our doubts were now at an end.* There * 
feemed indeed fomething applicable to* 
both fides in - this letter, and its. cenfures 
mighi as well be referred to thofe to whom v 
it was written, as to- us ; but the malici- 
ous meaning was obvious, and we went r 
no farther. My- wife had fcarce patience • 
to hear me to the end, but railed at -the • 
writer with unreltrained refentment. Oli- 
via was equally feverc, and Sophia feemed^ 
perfeftly amazed at his bafenefs. As for • 
my part, it appeared to me one of the • 
vileft inftances of unprovoked ingratitude- 
I had met with. Nor could I account for - 

G 6 it: 
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it in any other maniler thaa by imputing' 
ic to his dcfire of detaining my youngeftf 
daughter in the country^ ta have the ^niore 
frequent opportunities of aft. inceeview. ' In 
this manner we all fate ruminatii^ upon^ 
fchemes of vengeance, when our other 
Utile boy came running in to tell us thar 
Mr;. Burchell was appK)aching at the odier 
eod of the field. It is eafier to conceive" 
than defcribe the tomplicated fenfations^ 
which are felt from the pain' of a recent 
injury*, and the pleafure of approaching: 
vengeance; Though our intentiqns were: 
only to upbraid him with his ingcatitude v 
yet ic was reiblvcd to do it in a manner 
tb at would be perfeftly cutting*. For t h is^ 
purpofe we agreed tOr meet hin^ with our 
ufual fmilcs, to chat in the b^inning . withr 
more than ordinary kindnefs^ to amufe 
him a litde ; and then in the midft of ther 
flattering calm to burft upon him like an? 
earthquake, and overwhelm him with the- 
fcnfe of his own bafenefs* This being re^- 
folved upon, my wife undertook to<ma«- 
nag^ the buiinefs herfelf, as (he really had 

fomc 
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&me talents &r fach an undertaking* Wc 
ikw him approach, he entered, drew a 
cheAfj and lite down^-^-— « A fine day^. 
^ Mr. Bordicll/— — ' A very fine day, 
^Do£bE>r; though I fancy: we (hail have: 
•» fome rain by the (hooting of niy; corns/' 

>: .^ The ihooting of your homs,^ cried^ 

my wife iha IcKid fit of laugfiter, and them 
afked pardon for beings fond of a joke>— • 
^ Dear madam/ repliied he,, * I pardon ; 
^ you with aU my heart ; for I proteft I 
** Ihould not have thought it a joke had 

^-you not toid me.*- ^* Perhaps not,, 

«- Sir,' cried my wife^ winking at us,, 
' and yet I dare fay you can tell us hOw- 
•^ naany jokes go to. an ounce.' — *• I fancy,, 
*^^madam^' returned Burchell, * y<0u have^ 
** been readbg a jeitbqpk this^ morning,: 
*- diat ounce of jokes is^fo very good a: 
* concjeit ; and yet, madam, I had rather' 
*^ fee half an ounce*of underftanding.'— ^ 
*• I believe you might,' cried my. wife,: 
fUU fmiling at us^ .though the laugh was.* 
againftrher; ' and yet I have fcen fome ^ 
^' et^n pretend to underftanding that have 

3 * very 
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^ very litde/ — — * And no doubt,* re* 
plied her antagonifl:^ ^ you have known 

* ladies fet up for wit that had none/ 

i, quickly began to find that my wife was 
likely to gain but little at this bulinefs *, fo 
I refolved to treat him in a ftyle of more 
feverity myfelf. ^ Both wjt and underftand- 

* ing/ cried I, * are trifles without inte- 

* grity; it is that which gives value to 

* every charadleiv The ignorant peafant, 

* without fault, is greater than the philo- 
*fopher with. many 5 for what is genius 

* or courage without an heart ? Am bonefi' 

* man is the nohleft work of God.*. 

* I always held that hackney*d maxim of 
^' Pope,' returned Mr. Burchell^ * as very 

* unworthy a man of genius, and a bafe 
^defertion of* his^ own fuperiority. As 
^the reputation of books is raifed not 

* by their freedom from defeat, but the 
< greatnels of their ^ beauties ; fo fhould ' 

* that of men be prized not for their ex- 
*- emption from fault, but the fize of thofe 
f ' virtues they are poflcflfcd of. , The fcho- 

* lar. 
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lar may want prudence^ the {latefinan> 
may have pride, and the champion fero- 
city i but (hall we prefer to thefe the 
low mechanic, who laborioufly plods on. 
through lifcy without cenfure or ap- 
piaufe ? We might as well, prefer the^ 
tame correal: paintings of the Flemilh> 
fchool to the erroneous, but fublime ani-- 
mations of the Roman pencil/ 



* Sir,* replied I, * your prefent obfer— 

* vation is juft,. when there are flaining vir- 

* tues and minute defedsj but when it, 
*• appears that great vices are oppofed in 
^ the fame mind to as extraordinary virtues, 

* fuch a charafter defcrvcs contempt.* 

* Perhaps,' cried, he,, * there may be 
*^ fome fuch monfters as you defcribe, of 

* great vices joined to great virtues j ypt- 
^ in my progrefs through life, I never 

* yet found one inftance of their exiftence : 

* on the contrary, L have ever perceived, 

* that where the mkid was capacious, . the 
^ affcftions were good. And indeed Pro-^ 

5 • videhcc' 
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* vidcncc fecms kindfy our friend in this> 
^ partfculav thus ta debilitate the under- 
^' Handing wherethe heart is cofrapt, and^ 
** diminiih the po^^r Where there is the' 

* will to do mifchief This rule idctm to 

* extend evert ' to other animals : the litde 
*- vermin race are ever t;reacherot3s, cruel^ 
*^ and- cowardly, whilft thofc endowed-^ 

* with ftrcngth and power are generous,- 
> brave, and gentle,' 

* Thefe obfcrvattons found well,*.- re-^ < 
•turned I, ' and yet it would be eafy this 
^^ moment to point? out a man,* and I fixed 
ilrly eye ftedfaftly upon him, * whofehead 

* and heart form a moft deteftabie con* 
^' traft. Ay, Sir,* continued I, railing my 
voice, * and I am glad to have this op-' 
^ portunity of detedting him in the midft 
*• of his fancied fecurrty. Do you kno^ 

* this. Sir, this pocket-boofc ?* — — • Yes, 
, • Sir,* returned he; with aT face. of impe- 
netrable aflurance, 'that pocket-book is 

. * mine, and I am glad you have found; 

^ it.*— ~< And do you know,* cried I, 

- * this 
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letter? Nay^ never falter, man; but 

* look me full in the face : I fay, do you 
« know tills Ictiiar??——* That- letter,-—' 
lecimied fae,^ ^ yes» it was I that wrote that 

* letter.*— ^* An<J how. could yoU^* faid* h 
^ ib bafely, fa uiigrate&lly. prefutne to 

* write thU' letter ?*-^— • And how cailie^ 

* you,' replied be, withiooksof unparal* 
kled effiontery, ^ {o bafely to prefume to^ 

* break open this letter? Don^t you kno^^ 

< now, I could hafig you all fortliid? All ' 

< that:! have to do is to fwear ai; the n^slt 

* juftice^s^ thatt you- have beenr guilty df 
^ breaking open the lock of my^ pocket- 

* book^ and: fo haing you all' up at' his 

« door/ This^ piece oiF unejcpedtcd iilfd- ' 
lence raifed me to fuch a pitch, that I " 
could fcarce govern my paffion. < Uiii- ' 
^ ^tmsSdi wnftch, begone^ and no k^nger' 

« pollute my dwelling with thy baftricfi. * 

* Begone, and never let me fee thee again : ' 

* go from my doOr, and the only punilh- 

* ment I wifli thee, is an alarmed confci- 

* ence, which will be a fufficierit tormen- 

. > . i tortf 
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* tor !' fo faying, I threw him his pocket- 
book, which he took up with a finile, ' and 
ihutting the clafps with the utmoft com- 
pofure, left us, quite aftoniihed at the fe- 
renity of his afiurance.. My yfifc was par^ 
ticularly enraged that nothing could make 
him angry, or make him feem afhamed 
of his villainies : ^ My dear/ cried I, will- 
ing to calm thofe pafllons that had been^ 
raiied too high among us» ^ we are not to 

* be furprized that bad men want Ihame ; 
^ they only blufii at being decefted in do- 
^ ing good,^, but glory ia their vices. 

* Guilt and Shame, fays the all^gory^ 

* were at firft companions^ and in the 

* beginning of their journey infeparaUy 
^ kept together. But their union was Iboa 
^ found to be difagreeable and incOniiFC*- 

* nient to both; Guilt gave S^ame fre- 
^ quent uneafineis, and Shame, often be- 
^^ trayed the lecret conlpiracies of Guilt. 
•^ After long difagrcement, therefore, they 
5 at . length confented. to part for ever^ 

* Guik. 
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^ Guilt boldly walked forward alone, ta 

* overtake . Fate, that went before, in the 

* ihape of an executioner : but Shame be- 
< ing naturally timorous, returned back 
^ to keep company with Virtue, which, in 

* the beginning o£ their journey, they had 
^ left behind. Thus^ my children, after 
^ men have travelled through a few flages 

* in vice, Ihamc forfakes them, and re- 
^ turns back to wait upon the few virtues 
^ they have ftill remaining/ 
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CHAP. XVL 

The' family nfe art, which is oppofec^ with 

ftill greater. 

WHATEVER might have been 
Sophia's fenfations, the reft of the 
family was eafily confoled for Mr. Bur- 
chell^s abfence by the company of oiVr 
landlord, whofc vifits now became more 
frequent and longer. Though he had been 
'difappointed in procuring my daughters 
the amufements of the town, as he defign- 
ed, he took every opportunity of fupply- 
ing them with thofe little recreations which 
-our retirement would admit of. He ufu- 
ally came in the morning, and while my 
fon and I followed our occupations abroad, 
iie fat with the family at home, and amufed 
them by dcfcribing the town, with every 

part 
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part of which he was particularly acquamt- 
ecL He could repeat all the obfervations 
that were retailed in the atmofphere of the 
play-houfes, and had all the good things of 
the high wits by rote long before they made 
way into the jcft books. The intervals be- 
tween converfation were employed in teach- 
ing my daughters piquet, or fometimes in 
fetting my two little ones to box to m^ke 
them^^;^, as he called it: but the hopes 
of having him for a fon-in-law, in fomc 
meafure blinded us to all his imperfe6tions« 
It muft be owned that my wife laid a thou- 
sand fchemes to entrap Jiim, or, to fpeak it 
more tenderly, ufed every art to magnify 
the merit of her daughter. If the cakes at 
tea eat fliort and crifp, they were made by 
Olivia-, if the goofeberry wine was well 
knit, the goofeberries were of her gather- 
ing : it was her fingers which gave the 
pickles their peculiar green; and in the 
cpin{>ofition of a pudding, it was her judg- 
ment that mixed the ingredients. Then the 
poor woman would fometimes tell the 
'Squire, that fhe thought him and Olivia 

extremely 
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extremely of a fize, and would bid both 
ftand up to fee which was talleft. Thefe 
inftances of cunning, which ihe thought 
impenetrable^ yet which every body faw 
through, were very pleafing to our bene- 
fad:or, who gave every day fome new 
proofs of his paflion, which though they 
had not arifen to propofals of marriage, yet 
we. thought fell but little fhort of it ; and 
hiS'flownefs was attributed fometimes to 
native bafhfulnefs, and fometimes to his 
fear of offending his uncle. An occur- 
rence, however, which happened foon af- 
ter, put it beyond a doubt, that he Jefigned 
to become one of our family ; my wife 
•even regarded it as an abfolute promife. 

« 

My wife and daughters happening to 
return a vifit to^eighbour Flamborough*s, 
found that family had lately got their pic- 
tures drawn by a limner, who travelled the 
country, and took likeneJIes for fi6:een (hil- 
lings a head. As this family and ours had 
long a fort of rivalry in point of taite, our 
ipirit took the alarm at this ftolen march 

upon 
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upon uSt and notwitbilanding all I could 
fay, and I faid mucfa, it was refolved that 
^t (hould have our pidures done too. 
Having, theFcfore, engaged tike limner, for 
what could I do? our next deliberatioh was 
to flbew the fuperiority of our tafte in the 
attitudes. As for our mighbdur's ftcmly^ 
thcvc were ieven of them, and they wefe 
4lrawn'with feven oranges, 'a thing quite 
out of tafte, no variety in life, no compp- 
fition in the world. We defircd to have 
fomething in a brighter ftyle, and after 
niany debates, at length cam^ to a una- 
nimous refolution of bejing drawn together, 
in one large hiftorical family piece* This 
would be cheaper, iince one frame vrovl^ 
ferv^ for all, and it would be infinitely 
xnor^ gienteel *, for ail families of any tafte 
wer^ now drawn in the fame manner, i^s 
ive did not immediately recoUe^ an hifto- 
rical (titled: to hit w, we wei^e contented 
each with being drawn as independent fii& 
torical figures. My wife defired to be re- 
preienoed as Venus, and the painter was 
deiired noC to be too frugal of his dia- 
monds 
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monds in her flomacher and hair. Her 
two little ones were to be as Cupids by her 
fide, while I, in my gown and band, was 
to prefent her with my books on the Whif- 
tonian controverfy. Olivia would be drawn 
as an Amazon, fitting upon a bank of 
flowers, drefl: in a green Jofeph,. richly laced 
with gold, and a whip in her hand. Sophia 
was to be a ftiepherdefs, with as many flieep 
as the painter could put in for nothing ; 
and Moies was to be dreft out with an hat 
and white feather. , Our tafte fo much pleal- 
-ed the 'Squire, that he infifted on being 
put in as one of the family in theicharadler 
of Alexander the Great, at Olivia's feet. 
This was confidered by us all as an indica- 
tion of his defire to be introduced into the 
f;amily, aor could we refufe his requcft. . 
The painter wa3 therjefore fet to work, and 
as he wrought with afliduity and expedi- 
tion, in lefs than four days the whole was 
compleated. Thie piece was large, and it 
mu& be owned he did not fpare his co- 
lours ; for which my wife gave him great 
encomiums. We were all perfedlly fatif- 
VoL. L H .. &ci 
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lied with his perfwmancc; but an unfor- 
tunate circumftance had not occurred till 
•the pifture was finifhcd, which now ftruck 
us with difmay. It was fo very large that 
we had no place in the houie to fix it. 
How we all came to difregard fo material 
a point is inconceivable ; but certain it is, 
we had been all greatly remifs. The pic- 
ture, therefore, in (lead of gratifying our 
vanity, as wq hoped, leaned in a moft 
mortifying manner, againft the kitchen 
wall, where the canvas was ftretched and 
painted, much too large to be got through 
any of the doors, and the jeft of all our 
neighbours. One compared it to Robin- 
fon Crufoe's long boat, too large to be re- 
moved; another thought it more rcfem- 
bled a reel in a bottle ; fome wondered 
how it could be got out, but ftill more 
were amazed how it ever got in. 

But though it excited the ridicule of 
fome, it efie6tually raifed more malicious 
fuggeftions in many. . The 'Squire's por- 
trait being found united with ours, was an 

honour - 
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honour too great to efcape envy. Scanda^ 
lous whiipers began to circulate at our ex« 
ftencCj and our tranquillity was continually 
^ifturbed by perfons who came as friends 
to' tell us what was faid of us by enemies. 
Thefe reports we always refentcd with be- 
coming fpirit ; but fcandal ever improves 
by oppoiltion. 

We once again therefore entered into a 
confultation upon obviating the malice of 
our enemies, and at lad came to a refolu*- 
tion which had too much cuiihing to give 
me entire fatisfaftion. It was this : as our 
principal objedl was to difcover the honour 
cf Mr. Thornhill's addreffes, my wife un^ 
dertook to found him, by pretending to 
aik his advice in the choice of a huiband 
for her eldeft daughter. If this was not 
found fufficient to induce him to a decla* 
ration^ it was then refolved to terrify him 
with a rival. To this laft ftep, however, 
I would by no means give my confcnt, tiH 
Olivia gave me the moft folemn aiTurances 
that fhe would marry the perfon provided 

H 2 to 
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to rival him upon this occafion, if he did 
not prevent it, by taking her himfelf. 
Such was the fcheme laid, which though I 
did not ftrenubufly oppofc, I did not en- 
tirely approve. 

The next time, therefore, that Mr. 
Thornhiil came to fee us, my girls took 
care to be out of the way, in order to give 
their mama, an opportunity of putting 
her fcheme in execution ; but they only 
retired to^ the next room, from whence 
they could over-hear the whole converfa- 
tion : My wife artfully introduced it, by 
obferving, that one of the Mils Flambo- 
roughs was like to have a very good match 
of it in Mr. Spanker. To this the 'Squire 
affenting, (he pro<teedcd to remark, that 
they who had warna fortunes were always 
fure of getting good hufbandsj * But 

* heaven help,* continued fhc, * the girls 

* that have none. What fignifies beauty^ 

* Mr. Thornhiil ? or what fignifies all the 

* virtue, and all the .qualifications in the 

* worlJ, m this age of felf-intercft ? It h 

* not. 
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rtdt, what is ftic ? but what has (he ? is 
all the cry.' 

• Madam/ returned he, * I highly ap-' 
prove the juftice, as well as the novelty, 
of your remarks, and if I wer€f a king, 
it Ihould be otherwife* It fhould then, 
indeed, be fine times with the girls without 
fortunes : our two young ladies fhould 
be the firft for whom I would provide.* 

' Ah, Sir V returned my wife, * you 
are pleafed to be facetious: but I wifti 
I were a queen, and then I know where 
my eldeft daughter fhould look for an 
hufband* But now, that you have put 
it into my head, ferioufly, Mr.' Thorn- 
hill, can't you recommend me a proper . 
hufband for her? ihe is now nineteen 
years old, well grown and well educated, 
and,jn my -humble opinion, does noc 
want for parts/ 

* Madam,' replied he, * if I were to 
chufe, I would find out a perfon pofleffed 
of every accomplifhment that can make 
an angel happy. One with prudence, 

H 3 * fortune. 
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' fortune, tafle, and iincerity; fuch, ma< 

* dam, would be, in my opinion, the pro- 

* per hufband/ * Ay, Sir,' faid (he, * but 

* do you know of any fuch perfon ?* — — 

* No, madam,' returned he, * it is im- 
' poffible to know any perfon thatdeferves 

* to be her hufband : (he's too great a trea- 
' fure for one man's pofleffion : ftie's a god- 

* defs. Upon my foul, I fpeak what I 

* think, Ihe's an angel.' « Ah, Mr. 

* Thornhillv you only flatter my poor girl r 

* but we have been thinking of marrying 
^ htf to one of yotrr tenants, whofe mother 

* is lately dead, and who wants a mana- 

* ger : you know whom I mean, farmer 

* Williams •, a warm manv Mr. Thornhill, 

* able to give her good brcad ; and who 

* has feveral times made her propofals:* 
(which was aftually the eafe) ' biK, Sir,' 
concluded fhe, * I (hould be glad to'have 

* your approbation of our choice.' 

' How, Madam,' replied he, *- my ap- 

* probation f My approbation of fuch a 

* choice! Never. What! Sacrifice lb much 

* beauty, and fcnfe, and goodncfs, to a crca- 

* turc 
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• ture infcnfible of the bkfling! Excufc 

• me, I can never approve of fuch a piece 

• of injuftice I And I have my reafons ?*— 
^ Indeed, Sir/ cried Deborah, * if you 
f have your jeafons, that*s another affair j 

• but I Ihould be glad to know thofe rea- 
« fons.' — ' Excufe me, madam,* returned 
he, * they lie too deep for difcovery :' 
(laying his hand upon his bofora) * they 
^ remain buried, rivetted here/ 

After he was gone, upon general con- 
fultation, we could not tell what to make 

^ofthefe fine fentiments. Olivia confidered 
them as inftances of the mod exalted paf- 
fion ; but I was not quite fo fanguine : it 
feemed to me pretty plain, that they had 
more of love than matrimony in them : 
yet, whatever they might portend, it was 
refolved to profecute the fcheme of farmer 

, "Williams, who, from my daughter*s firft 
appearance in the- country, had paid her 
his addreiTes. 



H4 CHAP, 



CHAP. XVIl. 

Scarce any virtue found to refift the pow€/ 
of long and pleafing temptation. 

AS I only ftudicd my cfiild^s real hap-r 
pinefs, the affiduity of Mr. William* 
plcafcd me, as he was in eafy circumftan-' 
ces, prudent, and fincere. It required buG 
very little encouragement to revive hi* 
former paffion -, fo that in an evening of 
two he and Mr. Thornhvll- met at ouf 
houfe," and furveyed each other for fbmd 
time with looks of anger:- but Williams 
owed his landlord no rent, and litde re- 
garded his ihdignatioD. Olivra^ on het 
fide, adkcd the coquet to perfeftion, if that 
might be called adling which was her real 
charaftery pretending to lavHh all her ten- 
clcrnefs on her new lover. Mr. Thornhilt 
appeared quite dejefted at tl^is prefe-« 
lence^.and with a penfive air took leave; 

H 5 thou lb 
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though I own it puzzled me to find him fo 
much in pain as he appeared to be, when 
he had it in his power fo eafily to remove 
the caufe, by ^daring an honourable 
paflion. But whatever uneafincfs he feemed 
to endure, it could eafily be perceived that 
Olivia's anguifli was ftill greater. After 
any of thefe intervicvtrs between her lovers, 
of which there were ftveral, flie ufually re- 
tired to folitude, and there indtdged her 
grief. It was in fiich a fituation I found 
her one evening, after fhe had been for 
Ibme time fupporting a fiditious gaycty— 

* You now fee, my child,* faid I, * that 

• your confidence in Mr. ThornhUrs pat- 

• fion was all a dream : he permits the 

♦ rivalry of another, every way his inferior, 

• though be knows it lies in hi» power to 

• fecure yoi> to himfclf by a candid decla- 

* ration.* ■ ' Ycs,^ pappa,* returned 
file, ^ but he h^s his reaibns for this de« 

* lay : 1 know be has. The fincemy of 

* his looks and words convince me of his 
I real efteem. A ihort time, I hope, will 

* difcover 



difcovcr the generofity of his fentiments, 
and convince you that my opinion of him 
has been more juft than yours/ — " 
Olivia, my darling,* returned I, * every 
fcheme that has been hitherto purfued 
to compel him to a declaration, ha» 
been propofed and planned by your-* 
felf, nor can you in the kaft fay that t 
have conftrained you* But you muft 
not fuppofe, my dear, that I will ever? 
be inftrumental in fuffering his honeft 
rival to be the dupe of your ill-placed 
paffion. Whatever time you require to 
bring your fancied admirer to an expla- 
nation Ihall be granted 5 but at the ex- 
piration of that term, if he is ftill re- 
gardlefs, I muft abfolutely infift that 
honeft Mr. Williams (hall be rewarded 
for his fidelity. The charader which I 
have hitherto fupported in life demands 
this from me, and my tendernefs, ^s 
a parent, fliall never inSu^ce my in- 
tegrity as a man. Name then your day, 
let it be as diftant as you think proper, 
^ and in the mean tin^e take care to let 
' H 6 •Mr. 
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* Mr, Thornhill know the exaft time oof 
^ which I defiga delivering you up to an- 

* other. If he really: loves you, his own- 
*^ good fenfe will readily fuggeflr that there 
^ is but one method alone to prevent his^ 

* lofing you for ever/- This propo* 

£il, which fhe could not avoid confidering 
as perfectly joft, was readily agreed to^ 
She again renewed her moft pofitive pro- 
mile of marrying Mr. Williams, in cafe 
of the other's infenfibility ; and at the next> 
opportunity, in Mr. Thornhill*s prefence^ 
that day month was fixed upon, for hep 
nuptials with his rivaL 

Such vigorous proceedings feemed to re- 
double Mr. Thornhill's anxiety : but what 
Olivia really felt gave me Ibme uneafinefs* 
In this ftruggle between prudence. and 
paffion, her vivacity quite forfook her, and 
every opportunity of Iblitude was fought, 
and fpent in tears. One week pafled away j 
but Mr. Thornhill made no effi>rts. to re- 
drain her nuptials.. The fucceeding week 
be was ftill a01duous ^ but not more open« 

On 
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On the third he difcontinued his vifits en- 
tirely, and inftead of nny daughter tefti- 
fying any impatience, as I cxpcfted, fhe 
fcemed to retain a penfive tranquillity, 
which I looked upon , as refignation. For 
my own part, I was now fincerely pkafcd. 
with thinking that my child was going to 
be fccured in a continuance of competence 
and peace, and frequently applauded her 
refolution, in preferring happinefs to often- 
tation* 

It was within about four days of . her 
intended nuptials, that my little family at 
night were gathered round a charming 
fire^ telling ftories of the paft, and laying 
fchemes for the future, Bufied in forming 
a thoufand projedls, and laughing at what- 
ever folly came uppermoft, • Well, Mo- 

• fcs,* cried I, * we (hall foon, my boy, 

• have a wedding in the family j what is 

• your opinion of matters and things in 

• general ?' * My opinion, father, is 

• that all things go on very well j and I 

• was juft now thinking, that when fitter 

• Livy is married to farmer Williams, we 

* iliall 
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fhall then have the loan of his cydef- 
prefs and 'brewing-tubs for nothing.*— 
That' we fliall, Mofes,* cried I, * and 
he will fing us Death and the Lady ta 
raife our fpirits into the bargain/—— 
He has taught that fong to our Dick,* 

cried Mofcs ; * and I think he goes through 
it very prettily.' — *^Docfs he fo ?' cried I, 
then let us have rt : Where's little Dick ? 
let him up withs it boldly/——* My 
brother Dick/ cried Bill, my youngeft, 
is juft gone out with fitter Livy; but 
Mr* Williams has taught me two fongs, 
and ril fing them for you, pappa. 
Which fong do you chufe, the dying Swattf 
or the Elegy on the death of a mad dog ?* 
The elegy, child, by all means/ faid 1 5^ 
I never heard that yet; and Deborah, 
my life, grief you know is dry, let us. 
have a bottle of the beft goofeberry 
wine, to keep up our fpirits. I have 
wept fo much at all forts of elegies of 
late, that without an enlivening glafs I 
am fure this will overcome me v and So- 
phy, love, take your guitar, and thrum 

• in with the boy a little/ 

4 A» 
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An Elegy on the Death of a Mad dog» 

GOOD people all, of every (bit. 
Give car unto my fong ; 
And if yo« find it wondVous (hort. 
It cannot hold you long. 

In lOing town there was a man. 
Of whom the world might fay. 

That ftill a godly race he ran. 
Whene'er he went to pray, 

A kind and gentle heart he had. 
To comfort friends and foes > 

The naked every day he clad. 
When he put on his cloaths. 

And in that town a dog was found. 

As many dogs there be, 
Both mungrel, puppy, whelp and hoitnd. 

And curs of low degree. 

This dog and man at firft were friends v 
But when a pique began. 

The 



\ 
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The dog, to gain fome private endsy 
Went mad and bit the man* 

Around from all the neighbouring ftreets. 
The wondering neighbours ran,. 

And fwore the dog had loft his wits. 
To bite fo good a man. 

The wound it feem'd both fore and fad. 

To every chriftian eye ; 
And while they fwore the dog was mad. 

They fwore the man would die.^ 

But foon a wonder came to light. 
That Ihew'd the i-ogues they lied. 

The man recovered of the bite. 
The dog it was that dy'd. 

« 

* A very good boy, Bill, upon my word, 

• and an elegy that may truly be called 

• tragical. Gome, my children, here's 

* Biirs health, and may he one day be a 
« bilhop/ 

* With all my heart,' cried my wife]; 

* and if. he but preaches as well as he 

* fings. 
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•• fings, I make no doubt of him. The 
« moft of his family, by the mother's fidej 
^ could ling a good fong : it was a com- 

* mon faying in our country, that the fa- 

* mily of the Blenkinfops could never 

* look ftraight before them, nor the Hug- 

* ingfons blow out a candle ; that there 

* were none of the Grograms but could 

* fing a fong, or ^ of the Marjorams but 

* could tell a (lory/ * However 

* that be,' cried I, ' the moft vulgar bal- 

* lad of them -all generally pleafes me 

* better than the fine modern odes, and 

* things that petrify us in a fingle ftanza 5 

* .produdions that we at once- deteft and 

* praife. Put the glafs to your brother, 

* Mofes. The great fault of thefe ele- 

* giafts is, that they arc in defpair for 

* griefs that give the fenfible part of man- 

* kind very little pain, A lady lofes her 

* muff, her fan, or her lap-dog, and fo 

* the filly poet runs home to verfify the 
' difaftcr.* 



That 
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^ That may be the mode,' cried Mofe^ 

* in fublimer compofhiofis ; but the Ra- 
^ nclagh fongs that come down to us are 

* perfectly familiar, and all caft in the 

* lame mold : Collin meets Dolly, and 

* they hold a dialogue together ; he gives 

* her a fairing to put in her hair, '•and (he 
^ preients him with a nofegay ; and then 

* they go together to church, where they 

* give good advice to young nymphs and 
^ fwalns to get married as faft as they 

* can/ 

. • And rery good advice too^^ cried I ^ 

* and I am told there is not a place in the 
' world where advice can be given with 

* fo much propriety as there ; for, as it 

* perfuades us to marry, it alfo furm(hes> 

* us with a wife j and furely that muft be 

* an excellent market, my boy, where we 

* are told what we want, and fupplied 

* wiih it when wanting.' ^ 



c 



* Yes, Sir,' returned Mofesi, * and I 
know but of two fuch markets for wives 

* in 
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^ in Europe, Ranehgh in England, and 
« Fontarabia in Spain. The Spanifli mar- 

* ket is open once a year, but our EngliCb 

* wives, are faleable every night/ 

* You are right, my boy,* r cried his 
mother, * Old England is the only place in 

* the world for huibands to get wivesV'^- 

* And for wives to manage their huf- 

* bands,* interrupted I. * It is a pro- 

* verb abroad, that if a bridge were builc 

* acrofs the fea, all the ladies of the Con- 

* tinent would come over to take pattern 

* from ours v for there are no fuch wives 

* in Europe as our own. But let us have 

* ont bottle nK>re, Deborah, my life, and 
' Mofes give us a good fong. What 
' thanks do we not owe to heaven for 

* thus beftowing tranquillity, health, and 

* competence, I think myfelf happier 

* now than the greateft monarch upon 

* earth. He has no fuch fire-fide, nor 

* fuch pleafant faces about it. Yes, Dc- 

* borah^ we are now growing old ; but 

^ the 
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' • the evening of our life is likely to be" 

* happy. We are defcended from ancef- 

* tors that knew no ftain, and we (halt 

* leave a good and virtuous race of chil- 

* dren behind us. While they live they 

* will be our fupport and our pleafure 

* here, and when we die they will tranf- 

* mit our honour untainted to pofterity. 

* Come, my fon, we wait for a fong:' 

* lee us have a chorus. But where is my 

* darling Olivia ? That little cherub's 

* voice is always fweeteft in the concert/—- 
Juft as I fpoke, Dick came running in, ' O 

* pappa, pappa, fhe is gone from us, Ihe ' 

* i^ gone from us, my fitter Livy is gone 

* from.us for ever/ — * Gone, child !' 

* Yes, fhe is gone off with two gentlemen 

* in a pott chaife, and one of th.Yn killed * 
*. her, and faid he would die for her j - 

* and fhe cried very much, and was for 

* coming back ; but he perfuaded her • 

* again, and fhe went into the chaifp, and 
*. faid, O, what will my poor pappa do 
' when he knows I am undone !* ■ 

« Now then,' cried I, ^ my children, go 

* and 
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* and be miferable -, for we (ball never en- 

* joy one hour more. And O may hea- 

* ven's everlafting fury light uppn hira 

* and bis ! Thus to rob me of my child ! 

* And fure it will, for taking back my 

* fweet innocent that I was leading up to 
^ heaven. Such fincerity as my child was 

* poffeft of. But all our earthly happi* 

* nefs is now over ! Go^ my children^ 
^ go, and be- miferable and infamous : for 

* my heart is broken within me !'— — 

* Father,' cried my fpn, ' is this your 

* fortitude ?* — ' Fortitude, child ! Yes, 

* 4ie fhall fee I have fortitude ! Bring me 

* my piftols. I'll purfue the iraitQr. 

* While he is on earth I'll purfue him- 

* Old as I am, he ftiall find I can fling him 
^ yet. The villain ! the perfidious vil- 

* lain'-. 1 had by this time reached 

^own my piftols, when my poor wife^, 

whofe paffions were not fo ftrong as mine, 

caught me in her arms. * My deareft, 

<* deareft huflband,' cried (he, * the bible 

♦* is the only v^apon that is fit for your 

V gld 
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old hands now. Open that, my love, 
and read our angtiHh into patience, for 
flic has vilely deceived us.* — ^ Indeed, 
Sir, rcfum?d my fon, after a paufe, 
your rage is too violent and unbecom- 
ing. You (hould be my mother -s com- 
forto*, and you increafe her pain. It 
ill fuifcd you and your reverend cha- 
ra&er thus to curfc your greateft enemy • 
you Ihould not have curft him, villain , 
as he is.* — * I did not curfe him, 

4 

child, did I ?*——.< Indeed, Sir, you 

did i you curft him twice/ * Then 

may heaven forgive me and him if I did. 
And now, my fon, I fee it was more 
than human benevolence that firft taught 
us to blefe our enemies ! Bleft be his 
holy name for all the good he hath given, 
and for all that he hath taken away^ 
But it is not, it is not a finall drftreft 
that can wring tears from thefc old eyes, 
that have not wept for fo many years. 
My child ! — To undo my darling ! May 
confufion feize! — Heaven forgive me^ 
what am I about to fay ! You may re- 

^ member. 
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^ member^ my love, how good Hat was, 
"^ and bow charming ; tili this vile moment 

* all her care was to make us happy. H^ 
^ Ihe but died i But ihe is gone, the ho-* 

* nour of our family coBtaminated, and I 

* mud look jout for li^pinefs in other 
^ worlds than here. But, my child, you 

* faw them go off: perhaps he forced her 

* away } f f he forced her, Ihe may yet 

* be innocent.* — * Ah no. Sir,* cried the 
child ; ' he only kii&d her, and called 
^ her his angel, and flie wept very much, 

* and leaned upon 1m$ arm, and they drove 
"* off very falL * ■ . ^ She's an ungrateful 

* creature,* cried my wife, who.could fcarce 
fpeak for weeping, ' to ufe u5 thus. She 

* never had the leaft conftraint put upon 

* her affections. The vile ftrumpet has 
"* bafely defcrted her parents without any 

* provocation, thus to bring your grey hairs 

* to the grave, and I muft Aiortly follow.* 

I. 

In this manner that a^ht, the firft of 
pux real mififortuAes, was fpeot in the bit- 

ternefs 
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ternefs of complaint, and ill fuppotted lal- 
lies of enthufiafm. I determined, how- 
ever, to find out our betrayer, wherever 
he was, and reproach his bafenefs. The 
next mormng we mifled our wretched child 
at breakfaft, where Ihe ufed to give life 
and cbearfulnefs to us all. My wife, as 
before, attempted to eafe her heart by- 
reproaches* ' Never,' cried fhc, * fhall that 

* vileft ftain of our family again darken 

* thofe harmlefs doo s. I will never call 

* her daughter mor^e. No, let jthe ftrum- 

* pet live with her vile feduccr : Ihe may 

* bring us to ftiame, but (he fhall never 

* more deceive us/ 

* Wife,* faid I, * do not talk thus 

* hardly : my deteftation of her guilt is as 

* great as your's •, but ever ihall this houfe 

* and this heart be open to a poor return- 

* ing repentant finner. The fooner fhe 

* returns from her tranfgreffion, the more 

* welcome Ihall Ihe be to me. For the 

* firfl: time the very befl: may err ; art 

* may 
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* may perfuade^ and novelty iprcad ouc 

* its charm. The firft fault is the child 

* of fimplicity 5 but every other the ofF- 

* fpring of guilt. Yes, the wretched 

* creature (hall be welcome to this heart 
« and this houfe, though ftained with ten 
^ thoufand vices. I will again hearken 

* to the mufic of her voice, again will I 
^ hang fondly on her bofom, if I find but 

* repentance there. My fon, bring hither 

* my bible and my ftafF; •! will purfue 

* her, wherever fhe is> and tho* I cannot 

* fave her from fhame, I may prevent the 
^ continuance of iniquity.' 



Vol. h I CHAP. 



/ 






CHAP. XVIIL 

S*he purfuit of a father to reclaim a loft 

cluld to virtue* 

-J 

TH O * the child could not defcrib* the 
gentleman's perfon who handed hia 
fifter into the poll chaife, yet my fufpici- 
Qfxs fell entirely upon our young landlord, 
whefe character for fuch intrigues was but 
too well known. J therefore direded my 
fteps towards Thornhill caltle, refplvirig 
to upbraid him, and, if pofTible, to bring 
back my daughter: but be£:>re X had 
reached his feat, I was met by one of mf 
parilhioners^ who £iid he iaw a young lady 
refembling my daughter in a pofl chaife 
with a gentleman, whom, by the defcrip* 
tion, I could only guefs to be Mr. Bur- 
cheli, and that they drove very faft. This 
information, however, did by no m^eana^ 
iatisfy me» I therefore went to the you^g j 
_: I 2 f Squire V 
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^Squire's, and though it was yet early, in- 
fitted upon fedng him immediately : lie 
foon appeared with the moft open familiar 
air, and fectncd perfcdly amazed at my 
daughter's elopement, protefting upon his 
honour that he was quite a Granger to it. I 
now therefore condemned my former fuf* 
picions, and could turn them only on Mr. 
Burchell, who I. recoUedted had of late 
feveral private conferences with her: but the 
appearance of another witnefe left me no 
room to doubt of his villainy, who aver- 
red, that he and my daughter were aftu- 
ally gone towards the Wells, about thirty 
miles off, where there was a great deal of 
company. Being driven to that ftate of 
mind in which we are more ready to adt 
precipitately than to reafon right, I never 
debated with myfelf, whether thefe ac-. 
counts might not have been given by per- 
Ibns purpofely placed in my way, to mif- 
Ifead me, but refolved to purfue my daugh-' 
ter and' her fancied deluder thither. I * 
\iralked along with earneftnefs, and en* 
qtuircdjof feveral by the way j but received^ 

t . " • no 
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no accounts, till entering the town, I was 
met by a perfon on horfeback, whom I 
reniismbcred to have fecn at the 'Squire's, 
and he aflured me, that if I followed them 
to the races, which were but thirty miles 
farther, I might depend upon overtaking 
them; for he had feen them dance there 
the night before, and the whole aiTembly 
feemed charmed with my daughter's per- 
formance. Early the next day I walked 
forward to the races, and about four in the 
^afternoon I came upon the courfe. The 

company made a very brilliant appearance, 
all carneftly employed in one purfuit, ihat 
of pleafure ; how different from mine, that 
of reclaiming a lofl; child to virtue! I 
thought I perceived Mr. Burchell at fome 
diftance from me : but, as if he dreaded 
an interview, upon my approaching him, 
he mixed among a crowd, and I faw him 
no piore. I now rcfleded that it would be 
to no purpofe to continue my purfuit far- 
ther, and refolved to return home to an in- 
nocent family, who wanted my. affiftance. 
.But the agitations of my mind, and the 
fatigues I had undergone, threw me into a 

I 3 fever» 
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fever, the fymptoms of vvhich I percdvcd 
before I came off the courfe. This was 
another yBi^xpcAed ftroke, as I was more 
than fey^nty mUcs difiant from home: 
however,, I retired to a little ale-houfe by 
the road-fide, and in this place, the ufual 
retreat of indigene^ and frtigality, I laid 
me down patiently to wait the iffue of my 
difordcr.. I knguilhed here for near three 
weeks ; but at hOi my conftitution pre- 
' vailed, though I was unprovided' with mo« 
iiey to defray the acpences of iny enter* 
tainmcnta It i^ poffible the anxiety from 
this laft circumftance alone might have 
brought on a relapfe, had I not been fup« 
plied by a traveller, who ftopt to take a 
cuffory refrclhment.. This perfon was no 
other than the philanthropic bookfeller in 
St. Paul's Ghufch-yard, who has writtt^h 
fo many little books for children : he called 
himfelf their friend'; but he was the 
friend of all mankind. He was no fooner 
alighted, but he was in hafte to be gone; 
for he was ever on bufinefs of the utmoil 
'importqju;e, apd w,a5 ^t that time aSually 

conx-- 
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cbmpifing matertak for the hiftory of on^ 
Mr. Thomas Trip.. I immediacely rccd- 
lefted this good-natured man's red pimp- 
led face ;. for he had pubHlhed for me 
againft the Dcuterogamifts of the age, and^ 
from him I borrowed a few pieces to be 
paid at my return. Leaving the inn, 
therefore, as I was ^et but weak, I refolvcd 
to return home by eafy journies of ten 
iniles a day. My health and ufual cran*- 
quillity v^ere almoft reftored, and I now^ 
condemned that pride which had made me 
wfraftory to the hand of corrcftion. Maa- 
littk knows .what calamities are beyond, 
liis patience to bear till he tries them *, as 
in afcending the heights of ambition, which 
kok bright from below, every ftep we rife 
ihews us fome new and gloomy profpeft of 
hidden diikppoitment : fo in o\k decent 
from the fummits of pleafure, though the 
vale of mifery below may appear at firft 
dark and gloomy, yet the bufy mind, ftill 
attentive to its own amufement, finds as 
we defcend ibmethinst to flatter and to 
pleafci Still is we approach, the darkcfl* 

1^ -^ ob- 
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objects appear to brighceo, and the men- 
tal eye becomes adapted to its gloom/ 
iituation. 

I now proceeded forward, and had walk- 
ed about two hours> when I perceived 
what appeared at a diilance like a wag- 
gon, which I was relblved to overtake ^ 
but when I came up with it, found it to 
be a ftroUing company's cart, that was car- 
rying their fcencs and other theatrical fur- 
niture to the next village, where they were 
to exhibit. The cart was attended only 
by theperfon who drove it, and one of the 
company, as the reft of the players were to 
follow the enfuing day. Good company 
upon the road, fays the proverb, is the 
(horteft cut, I therefore entered into con- 
verfation with the poor player ; and as I 
once had feme theatrical powers, myfelf, I 
diflerted on fuch topics with my ufual free- 
dom : but as I was pretty much unac- 
quainted wijch the prefent ftate of the ftage> 
I demanded who were the prefent theatri- 
cal writers ip vogue, who the. Drydens, 
and Otways bf the day,— ^ I fancy. Sir,* 

cried 
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cned the |>layer, * few of our modern dra- 

* matifts would think thcmfelves much ho- 
^ noured by being compared to the writ- 

* crs you mention. Drydcn and Row's. 

* manner, Sir, are quite out of fafhion ;; 

* our tafte has gone back a whole century ;, 

* Fletcher, Bert Jofcnfon, and all the playi 

* of Shakefpeare, are the only things that 

* go down/ — * How/ cried I, * is itpol- 

* fible the prefent age can be plcafed with* 
^ that antiquated dialed, that obfofetc 

* humour, thofe over-charged characters' 
*. which abound in the works you menj^ 
*• tion?* * Sir,* returned my compa- 
nion, / the public think nothing about 

* dialed, or humoirr, or charafterj for 

* that is none of their bufinefe ; they only 
'^ go to be amufed, and find thenifelves. 
^ happy when they can enjoy a pantomime, 

* under the fanftion of Johnfon's or Shake- 

* fpeare's name.'i-r * So then, I fuppofe,*' 

cried I, *' that our modern dfamatifts are 
•• rather imitators of Shakef^jeare than of 
•* naturc'i-^* To fay the truth,' returned 

I 5 ^ ^3f 
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my cempanioDi « I doH't kaow thar tfifey 

* imitate any thing at all ; nor indeed doet 
' the public req\ure it of theni: it is not 

* the compofitioA of the piece, but the 
^ number of ftaru and attitudes that may 
^ be introduced into it that elicits applauie*. 

• I have known a piece with not one jeft 

• in the whole,. Ihrug^d into popularity, 

• and another faved by the poet's throw- 

• ing in a fit of the gripes. No, Sir, thc^ 

* works of Congreve and Farquhar have 

* too much wit in them for the prefcnt 
' taftev our modem dialed is much more 



J natural.* 



By this time the equipage oi the ftriollihg 
company was arrived at the village, which^ 
it leems, had been apprized of our ap- 
proach, and was come out to gaze at us *r 
for my companion oblerved, that ftroUers 
always have more fpeftators without doora 
than within. I did not confider the imr 
propriety of mybeing in fuch company tiU 
I faw a mob gather about me. I therefore 
.topk flielter, as faft as poiIible> in the firft 

ale* 
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ale-Koufc that ofFcred,., and being fhcwn 
into the common room^ was accoiled by a 
very well-dreft genciemati, who demanded 
whether I was the real chaplain of the com* 
pany, or whether it was only to be my maf- 
querade charafter in the play. Upon in- 
forming him of the truths and that I did 
not belong in any fort to the company, . he 
was condefcending enough to defire mc 
and the player to partake in a bowl of 
punch, over which he difcuffed modera 
politics with great carneftnefs and intereft, 
I fct him down in my own mind for no- 
thing lefs than a parliament-man at leafl:$. 
but was almoft confirmed, in my conjee* 
tures, when upon aiking what there was in 
the houfe for fupper, he infilled that the 
player and I . (hould fup with him at his 
houfe, with which requeft, after fome cn# 
treaties, we were prevailed on to comply* 



I^ 
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CHAP. XIX. 

4 

The dcfcfiption of a perfon difcontejitc^ 
with the prefent gavernment, and appre^ 
henfive of the bfs of our liberties.. 

TH E houfe where we. were to be en-^ 
tertained) lying at a fmall diftanqe 
fypm the village, our invitcr obftrved, th^t 
as the coach was not ready, he would coq-^ 
dufl: us on foot, and we foon arrived at one 
of the moft magnificent manjions I had 
feen in that part of tlie country. The 
apartment into which we were fliewn was^ 
perfectly elegant and modern \, he went tcx* 
giveordtrs for fupper, while the player,, 
with a wink, obferved that we were per- 
feftly in luck* Our entertainer fpon re- 
turned, an elegant fupper was brought in, 
two or thred ladies in an eafy di(habill& 

9 I 

>ere introduced* and the conyei-fation be- 
gan witft fOnlc Iprightlinefs.^ Politics^ 
however. Were the fubje^ oii which otn: 

' ' ' enter- 
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entertainer chiefly expatiated ; for he af- 
taatd that Jibeity was at once kb boaft 
and his terror. After the cloth was re- 
moved, he a(ked nie if I had feen the lad 
Monitor, to which replying in the nega* 
tive, • What, nor the Auditor^ I fuppofe ?• 
crifdhc. 'Neither, Sir,* returned I. «That'^ 
« ftrafige, very ftrange,** icpliedmy enter- 
tainer. ^ Now, I read all the politics that 
*« come out. The t>aily, the Public, the 

* Ledger, the Chronicle, the London 

* Evening, the Whitehall Evening, the 

* ftventeen magazines, and the two Re^ 
r* views ; and though they hate each other,, 

* I tove them alL Liberty, Sir, liberty 

* is the Briton's boaft, and by aD my coal. 

* mines in Corawall, I reverence its guar- 

* dians.* ' Then it is to be hopedy cried. I,- 
f you reverence the king/ ' Yes^ returned 
my en^rtainer, « when he does what we 

* would. have himj. but"if he goes on as 

* he has done of late, FD never troubfe 
/ njyfclf niore with his matters* I lay no- 
^ thing*. I thiftk only. 'I could have di- 

* re6i;ed ibme things bettej:. I don't think. 
l there has been a fufficient number of 

^ ad- 
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adyi^rs : be 0xould advifib with eveiy 
perfon willing to give him advice, and 
then we fhould have things done in an« 
otherguefs manner/ 

« I wilh,* cried I, • that fuch intrud- 
ing iidviiers were fixed in the pillory. Id 
(hould be the duty of honed men tp 
aflfill the weaker fide of our conftitution^ 
that facred power that has for ibme years 
been every day declining, and lofing its 
due ihare of influence in the flate. But 
thefe isnorants flill continue the cry of 
liberty, and if they have any weight, 
baiely throw it into the fubfiding fcak/ 

* How/ cried one of the ladies, • do 
I five to fee one fo bafe, fb fordid, as to 
be an enemy to liberty, and a defender 
of tyrants ? Liberty, that facred gift of 
heaven, that glorious privilege of Bri<^ 
tons r 



^ Can it be poflible/ cried our cnter-^ 
inner, ^ that there fhould be any &und 
; at{H«feflEtadvocataes£Qrilayery?Aoywbo 

^ arc 
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* are for meanly giving up the privileges oF 
f Britons ? Can any,. Sir, be h abjed ?* 



^ No, Sir,' replied I, « I am for libcrtjr, 
thatattribute of Gods ! Glorious liberty ! 
that theme of modern declamation. I 
would have all men kings. I would be- 
a king myfelf. We have all naturally aa 
equal right to the .throne : 'We are all 
originally equal. This is riiy opinion, and 
was once the opinion of a fet of honefl: 
men who were called Levellers. They 
triied to ercd themfelves into ^ commu^ 
nity, where all ihould be equally free.. 
But, alas! it would never anfwer; for 
there were fome among them Aronger,. 
and fome more cunning than others, and 
thefe became mailers of the reft ;, for 
as furc as your . groom rides your 
hories, becaufe he is a cunninger ani- 
mal than they, fo furely will the ani- 
^ mal . that is cunninger or ftronger 
••-than* he, 'fit: upon his ihoulders in torn, 
i ^ Since then it is entailed upon humaniiy 
'^ tt>.,fiabmijD, and ibme are bom to com* 
:. . ' . . ^ mand,. 
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mand, and others to obey, the . queftion 
is, as there mud be tyrants, whether 
it is better to have them in the fame 
houfe with us, or in the fanae village, of 
ftill farther off, in the metropolis: Now^ 
Sir, for my own part, as I naturally hate 
the face of a tyrant, the farther off he 
is reniioved from me, the bett^pka&d 
^ am I. The generality of mankind alio 
^ are of my way of thinking, and have una^-j 
nimoufly created one king, whofc elec* 
tion at once diminilhes the number of 
tyrants, and puts tyranny at the greateft 
diftance from the greateft number of 
people. Now the great who were tyrants 
themfelves before the eleftion of ono 
tyrant, are naturally averfe to a powec 
raifed over them, and whofe weight muft 
ever lean heaviefl: on the fubordinate 
orders. It is the intereft of the great, 
therefore, to diminifti kingly power a$ 
much as poflible ; becaufe whatever theji? 
take from, that, is naturally reftored to 
themfelves 5 and all they have to do ia 
the ilate^ is. to undermine the fingle 

* tyrantj^ 
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tyrant^ by which they cefume their pri- 
tnseval authority .^ Now the ftate may be 
fo circuxnftai^ced, :Or ks laws may be fa 
dsfpofedy or its meA of opufcnce fo mind- 
ed, as afl taconfpirein carrymgon this 
bufinefs of undermining monarchy. For, 
in the firft place, if the eircumftances of 
our ftate be fuch^ as to favour the ac- 
cumulation of wealth, and make the- 
opulent ftill more rich^ this will encreafe. 
their ambition. An accumulation of 
wealth, however^ muft neceffarily be the 
confcquence, when> as at prefent, mone- 
richcs flow in from external commerce 
than arife from internal induftry^: for ex- 
ternal commerce can only be managed ta 
advantage by the rich,, and they have 
aifo at the fame time all the emoluments 
arifmg from internal induftry : fo that 
the rich, with iis, have two fources of 
wealth, whereas the poor have but onel 
For this reafon, wealth, in all commer- 
cial ftates, is foujid to acaimulate, and 
all fuch have hitherto in time become 
ariftocratical. Again, the very laws aifo 

'of 
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* of this country may contribute to the ac- 
« cumulation of wealth % as wheA by their 
^ means the natural ties that bind the rich 

* and poor together are broken, and it is 

* ordained, that the rich fhall only marry 

* with the rich ; or when the learned are 

* held unqualified toferve their" country as 

* counfcllors merely froni a defeft of opu- 

* lence, and wealth is thus made the ob- 
^ jeft of a wife man's ambition ; by thefe 
^ means, I fay, and fuch means as thefe^ 

* riches will accumulate. New the pbf- 

* feflbr of accumulated wealth, when fur- 
"* nifhed with the neceffaries and pleafiires 

* of life, has no other method to employ 

* the fuperfluity of his fortune but in pur- . 

* chafing power. That is, differently fpeak- 

* ing, in making dependants, by pur- 

* chafing the liberty of the needy or the 

* venal, of men who are willing to bear 

* the mortification of contiguous tyranny 
> for bread. Thus each very opulent man 

« generally gathers round him a circle of 

* the pooreft of the people '; and the politv 
^ abounding . in' accun^^ulated wealth, may 

* be 
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be compa^red to a CarceGan fyftem, each 
orb with a vortex of its own. Thofe, 
however, who arc willing to move iij a 
great man's vortex> are only fuch as 
muft be flaves, the rabble of mankind, 
whole fouls and whofe education are ad- 
apted to fervitude, and who k;iow no- 
thing of liberty except the name. But 
there muft ftill be a large number of thp 
people without the fphere of the opulent 
man*s influence, namely, that order of 
men which fubfifts between the very ric^ 
and the very rabble ; thofe men who are 
pofleft of too large fortunes to fubmit to 
the neighbouring man in power, and yet 
are too poor to fet up for tyranny them- 
felves. In this middle order of man- 
kind are generally to be found all the 
arts, wiidoni, and virtues of fociety. This 
order alone is known to be the true pre- 
ferver of freedom, and may be called the 
People. Now it may happen that thi^* 
middle order of mankind may lofe all its 
influence in a ftate, and its voice Be in a 
manner drowned ia that of the rabble : 

» for 



.1 
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for if the fortune fufficicnt for qualify- 
ing a perfon at prefent to give his voice 
in ftate aflfairs, be ten times lefs than 
was judged fufficicnt upon forming the 
conftitution, it is evident that great num- 
bers of the rabbfe will thus be intro- 
duced into the political fyftem, and they 
ever moving in the vortex of the great,* 
will follow where greatnefs (hall direft/ 
In fuch a ftate, therefore, all that the* 
middle order has left, is to preferVe the 
prerogative and privileges of the one' 
principal governor with the moft facred* 
circumfpeftion. For he divides the 
power of the rich, and calls off the great' 
from falling with tenfold weight on the* 
middle order placed beneath theni* The* 
middle order may be compared to a town,' 
of which the opulent are forming the* 
(lege, and which the governor from' 
without is haftening the relirf. White' 
the befiegers are in dr^ad of an enemy' 
over them, it is but natural to ofier the' 
townfmen the moft fpecious terms ; to flat- 
ter them with founds, and amufe them 
2 * with* 
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* with privileges ; but if they once defeat 

< the governor from behind^ the walla 

< of the town will be but a fn^all de&nce 
^ to its inhabitants. What they may then 

* expedt, may be fecn by ttarning our cyes^ 

* to Holland, Genoa; or Venice^ where 

* the laws govern the poor, and the ricb 
^ gp^vern the law. I am then for, and 

* would die for, monarchy, facred mo-. 
^ narehy i for if there be any thing facred 
^ amongft nfien, it muft be the anointed 

< Sovs JL£rGN of his people, and every di-. 

* mumtion'Of his power in war, or m peace,. 
*' ia^an infringement upon the real liberties 

* of the (ubjed. The founds of liberty, 

< pgtriotifitn, and Britons, have already 
^ 4or^nHuii^ it is to be hoped that the 
^^ti^Lie fonsf of freedom will prevent their 

* «!Ves doipg, mope^r I have known many 

* of thofe pmendfd champions for liberty 

< in Kny titn^ yet do I not remember one 

< that waft not in his heart and in hk&tpily 
f a tyrant/ 

« 

My warmth I found had lengthened^ 
this harangue beyond the rules of good 
I breed** 
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breeding:, but the impatience of my, ente^ 
tainer, whg oftea ftroye to ioterrupt it« 
could be re&rainod na. longer. * WhttJ 
cried he, ^ then I ha^ve been all this while 
^ entortainiflg a Jefiut.itLpaKfoo'adoaths: 
^ hut bjT' all the coal mines of Corawalli 
^ out her (hall p^ck,. i£ my namc^bc WiU 
1 kinfen."* I novr fbnhd I had gone toa 
far^ and aflced pardon for. the is^^rmth 
with which I had fpoken. ^ Pardon^' 
4|etum6d he in a finry $ ^ I think fuch prin* 
^ opks dbmand ten theufahd paidonr. 

* What, givr up libeity<, prcqiercy, andi 

* as the Gazettiecv fays, lie (kwn to be 
^ iaddlcd with woodea ihws !« Sir, I infift 
^ upon your marcfaiBg out of this houfit 
^ immediatdy, ts^ prevent mocSt, oonie^ 
^ queiices. Sir, I infift upon^it/ I was 
going to repeat my remonftftinces ; but 
juk then we heani a* feocman^s rap at the 
door, atid the two kdies cried out, < M 
^ fure as death there is our mailer and 

* miftrels c<»nehome.* Itfeems myen-^ 
tertainer Was' ait tliis while Only the b^N 
kr, wlio^ ill his maftctV aMence, Kad 9 

mind 
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mind to cut a figure, and be for a whilef 
the gentleman himfelf-, and, to fay thS 
truth, h^ tallied politics as well as moft 
country gentlemen do. But nothing could 
now exceed my confufion upon feeing th<^ 
gentleman and his' lady enter^ iior wa^ 
their farprize, at finding fuch company 
and good cheer, lefs than ours. ^ Gentle^ 

• men^' cried the real maftcr of the houfe^ 
tp me and my companion, ^ niy wife and 

* I are your moft humble fervants ; but I« 
^ proteft this is ib unexpeded a favour^ 
f that we ajmoft itnk under the obligation/ 
However unexpefked our company might 
beto.tliem, theirs, I am fure, was dill 
more fo to us, and I was itruck dumb with 
the apprefaenfions of my o;wn abfurdity,' 
Yfhti^ whom (hould.I next fee^ter the 
room but nif dear mils A^rabeUa Wihnot, 
who was formerly defigtied t;o. be. married 
(a my fon George *, but whofe ndatch wa^ 
broken oflf, as already i related* . As fboa 
a^ (he faw me, (he ilew . to my arm^ with 
the utnjoft joy* : *. My dear Sir,' cried 
flie^ I to what happy accident is it that 

* we 
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^ we owe fo unexpcdted a vifit ? I am fure 
* my uncle and aont Will be in raptures. 
^ when they find they bare the good Dr. 
'* Primrofe for tiieir gwcft.' Upon hear- 
ing my name^ the old gentleman and lady 
very politely ftept up» and welcomed me 
with moft cordial hofpitality. Nor could 
they forbear fmiling upon being informed 
of the nature of my prefent vifit: but the 
tinfortunate butkr, whom they at firfl: 
feemed diipofed.to turn away, was, at my 
interceflson, forgiven. 

Mr. Arnold and his lady, to whom the 
Jioufe belonged now, infifted upon having 
the pleafure of my ftay for fbme days, and 
as their niece, my charming pupil, whole 
mind, in fome meafure, had been formed 
tinder my own inftrucHons, joined in their 
entreaties, 1 complied. That night I was 
(hewn to a magnificent chamber, and the 
next morning early, Mifs Wilmot defired 
to walk with me in the garden, which was 
decorated in the modem manner. After 
Ibme time fpent in pointing out the beau* 

Vol. L K ties 
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ties of the place, fhe enquired, with feem- 
ing unconcern, wheir laft I had heard from 
my fon George. * Alas ! Madam/ cried 
I, ' he has now been near three years ab« 

* fent, without ever writing to his friends 

* or me. Where he is I know not s per- 

* haps I Ihall never fee him or happinefs 

* more. No, my dear madam, we fhall 
^ never more fee fuch pleafmg hours as 

* were once fpent by our fire-fide at Wake- 

* field. My little family are now diiper- 

* fmg very fall, and poverty has. brought 

* not only want, but infamy upon us.* 
The good-natured girl let fall a tear at 
this account; but as I faw her pofleiled of 
too much fenfibility, I forbore a more 
minute detail of our fuSerings. It was» 
however, fome confolation to tne to find 
that time had made no alteration in her 
aflfeAions, and that ihe had rejedted (e- 
veral matches that Jiad been made her 
iince our leaving her part of the country^ 
5he led me round all the extenfive im- 
provements of the place, pointing to the 

feveral 
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feveral walks and arbours, and at the 
fame time catching from every objeft a 
hint for fome new gueftton relative to my 
fon. In this manner we fpent the fore- 
noon, till the bell fummoned us in to 
dinner, where we found the manager of 
the drolling company that I mentioned 
before, who was come to difpofe of tickets 
for the Fair Penitent, which was to be 
afted that evening, the part of Horatia 
by a young gentleman who had never ap- 
peared on any ftage. He feemed to be 
very warm in the praifes of the new per* 
former, and averred, that he never faw 
any who bid fo fair for excellence. A6b- 
ing, he obferved, was not learned in a 
day; • But this gentleman,* continued 
he^ * feems born to tread the ftage. His 

* voice, his figure, and attitudes, are all 

* admirable. We caught him up acci- 

* dentally in our journey down.* This 
account, in fome meafure, excited our 
curiofity, and, at the entreaty of the 
ladies, I was prevailed upon to accom- 

K 2 pany 
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pany them to the play-houfe, which was 
no other than a barn. As the company 
with which I went was inconteftably the 
ehief of the place^ we were received 
with the greateft refpeft, and placed in 
the front feat of the theatre ; where we 
fate for fome time with no fmall impar 
tipnce to fee Horatio make his appear- 
ance. The new performer advanced at 
iaft ; and let parents think of my fenfa- 
tiohs by their own, when I found it was 
my unfortunate fon. He was going to 
begin, when, turning his eyes upon the 
audience, he perceived Mifs Wilmot and 
me^ and Hood at once fpeechleis and im- 
moveable* The aftbrs behind the fcene, 
who afcribed this paufe to his natural ti- 
midity, attempted to encourage him ^ 
but inftead of going on, he burft ipto a 
flood of tears, and retired off the ftage. 
1 don't know what were my feelings on 
this oceafion ^ for they fucceeded with too 
much rapidity for defcription : but I was 

foon 
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fbon awaked from this difagreeable re- 
verie by Mifs Wilmot, who, pale and 
with a trembling voice, defired me to 09^0;- 
du6t her back to her uncle's. When got 
home, Mr. Arnold, who was as yet a 
ftranger to our extraordinary behaviour,, 
being informed that the riew performer 
was my fon, fent his coach, and an invita- 
tion, for him ; and as he perfifted in his 
refufal to appear again upon the ftagCy. 
the players put another in his place,, and 
we foon had him with us. Mr. Arnold 
gave him the kindeft reception, and I re- 
ceived him with my ufual tranfport ; for 
I could never counterfeit, falfe refent- 
ment. Mifs Wilmot's reception was mix- 
ed with feeming negledV, and yet I could- 
perceive fhe adted a ftudied part. The tu- 
mult in her mind feemed not yet abated ; 
fhe faid twenty giddy things that looked 
like joy, and then laughed loud at her 
owa want of meaning. At intervals (he 

K ^ would 
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would take a fly peep at the glaft, as if 
happy in the confcioafnefs of unrefided 
beauty, and often would afk queftions, 
without giving any manner of attention. 
to the anfwers.. 
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